Transfer Students: Avoiding Common Pitfalls
Transferring into a new university can make degree planning more complicated than it first appears. Your credits may have transferred successfully but apply differently than you expected, and requirements at MSU Denver may not match those at your previous institution.
The good news: many apparent transfer-credit problems can be resolved.
Before enrolling in a course because your Degree Progress Report (DPR) says you still need it, talk with an advisor if you think you have already completed something similar elsewhere.
Here are some of the most common issues Psychology and Human Development & Family Studies (HDFS) transfer students encounter.

1. If You Completed an AA or AS, Make Sure We Know
If you completed an Associate of Arts (AA) or Associate of Science (AS) degree at a Colorado community college, any remaining MSU Denver General Studies requirements are waived.
That is different from transferring before finishing the associate degree. In that case, individual GT Pathways courses can apply toward corresponding unmet MSU Denver General Studies requirements. 
What should you do?
Make sure MSU Denver receives your final official transcript showing that your associate degree was awarded.
If you completed your degree but your DPR still appears to show unmet General Studies requirements, talk with an advisor before assuming you need additional General Studies courses.
Also remember: Ethnic Studies & Social Justice (ESSJ) is a separate MSU Denver graduation requirement and is not part of the GT Pathways or MSU Denver General Studies program. 

2. “I Already Took Intro Psychology. Why Do I Need PSY 1001?”
This is one of the most common sources of confusion for Psychology and HDFS transfer students.
Some colleges teach introductory psychology as a two-course sequence, while MSU Denver's PSY 1001 covers introductory psychology in a single course. Under current PSY and HDFS requirements, students transferring from a two-semester introductory sequence must have completed both courses for the sequence to be considered equivalent to PSY 1001. [catalog.ms...denver.edu], [catalog.ms...denver.edu]
If you completed only part of a two-course sequence, you may see:
PSY 8888
on your MSU Denver record instead of PSY 1001.
Why does that matter?
PSY 8888 does not mean that your previous course was worthless or that it did not transfer. It reflects credit for introductory psychology coursework that does not, by itself, represent the full PSY 1001 course.
If you're majoring or minoring in Psychology or HDFS, look carefully at whether your record shows PSY 1001 or PSY 8888 and talk with an advisor about your next steps.

3. Your Transfer Course May Count Even If Your DPR Doesn't Show It Correctly
This is an important one:
If you think you already completed a course elsewhere, don't automatically take MSU Denver's version just because your DPR says you still need the requirement.
Transfer courses do not always fall automatically into the correct place on the DPR.
You may see a Psychology transfer course with an unusual number beginning with 8, such as:
PSY 83250—Child Psychology
In some situations, this represents lower-division transfer coursework that corresponds to an MSU Denver course, such as PSY 3250.
What does that mean for you?
The transferred course may be usable to satisfy the same PSY or HDFS major requirement as the corresponding MSU Denver course even if your DPR does not automatically put it there.
An advisor may need to investigate the course and, when appropriate, have it manually applied to the correct requirement.
Most importantly: Don't retake the course without asking first.
If you take the MSU Denver version of a course for which you already have the corresponding transfer credit, the new course can replace the transferred course on your record. You could effectively lose the benefit of the transferred course rather than gaining another course toward graduation.
Talk to an advisor first. Your DPR may need an adjustment rather than you needing another class.

4. Meeting a Requirement and Earning Upper-Division Credit Are Not the Same Thing
The situation above creates another important transfer issue.
A course you completed at a two-year college may correspond to a 3000 or 4000-level MSU Denver course and be allowed to satisfy the same major requirement.
However, that doesn't turn the course you completed into upper-division credit.
For example, a transferred lower-division Child Psychology course might be usable for a requirement that allows MSU Denver's upper-division PSY 3250. It can therefore help you make progress through the major, while still counting as lower-division credit toward your overall degree.
Why does this matter?
Transfer students, particularly those bringing many lower-division credits from community colleges, need to pay close attention to upper-division requirements.
The current PSY major itself requires at least 15 upper-division PSY credits, including requirements for upper-division coursework completed at MSU Denver for transfer students. HDFS similarly includes upper-division major and residency requirements for transfer students. 
Plan strategically
When you have several course choices that interest you, consider whether an upper-division option can help you meet multiple goals at once.
Good places to look include:
· upper-division Content Area courses in the Psychology major
· upper-division Psychology electives
· upper-division Applied Developmental courses in HDFS
· upper-division Interdisciplinary Application options in HDFS
An advisor can help you identify choices that satisfy major requirements while also keeping you on track with upper-division credit.

5. Lots of Transfer Credits Doesn't Necessarily Mean You're Almost Finished
Coming to MSU Denver with 60, 70, or more credits is valuable progress, but the number of credits transferred isn't the same as the number of degree requirements completed.
Your remaining time to graduation depends on how those credits apply to:
· your major
· General Studies
· upper-division requirements
· prerequisite sequences
· MSU Denver residency requirements
· Senior Experience
· other graduation requirements
For example, current PSY and HDFS requirements include specific MSU Denver coursework requirements for transfer students, not simply a total number of credits toward the degree. 
Instead of asking only:
“How many credits did I transfer?”
also ask:
“How do my transfer credits fit into my degree?”
Your DPR and an advisor can help answer that question.

6. Don't Wait Too Long to Start Statistics and Research Methods
Transfer students sometimes arrive at MSU Denver with junior or senior standing based on their total credits but are much earlier in the Psychology or HDFS curriculum.
Credit standing and progress through the major are not the same thing.
Both PSY and HDFS include PSY 2310 (Statistics) and PSY 3010 (Research Methods) in their required core coursework. The PSY major additionally includes the 1-credit PSY 3011 Research Methods laboratory. [catalog.ms...denver.edu], [catalog.ms...denver.edu]
For Psychology students especially, delaying this sequence can affect later access to Senior Experience options.
Transfer tip
Review Statistics and Research Methods early in your first advising conversations at MSU Denver, even if those aren't the courses you're most excited to take first.
Good sequencing now can protect your flexibility later.

7. Your DPR Is a Planning Tool, but Sometimes It Needs Help
Your Degree Progress Report is one of the most useful tools you have for tracking your degree.
But transfer credit can be complicated.
Something is worth investigating if:
· a course you completed is missing
· a transferred PSY course has an unfamiliar number
· a course is present but isn't satisfying the requirement you expected
· you see a requirement you believe you already completed
· your General Studies still appear incomplete after earning a qualifying Colorado AA or AS
· something simply doesn't match what you expected
Don't assume the solution is taking another course.
Sometimes the course needs additional evaluation. Sometimes it needs to be manually applied to the appropriate requirement. Sometimes the DPR is accurately showing that the previous course is not equivalent.
An advisor can help determine which situation applies.

8. Plan Your Remaining General Studies and Major Requirements Together
If you transferred without completing an AA or AS, you may still have General Studies requirements remaining.
Colorado GT Pathways courses can be applied toward corresponding unmet MSU Denver General Studies requirements. 
But that doesn't mean you should necessarily finish every General Studies requirement before beginning your major.
Instead, work with your advisor to build a balanced plan that considers:
· remaining General Studies
· foundational major courses
· prerequisites and sequences
· upper-division credit
· course availability
· your workload and other commitments
The goal isn't to complete one part of the degree before starting another. It is to make progress across your degree in a way that keeps future options open.

The Most Important Transfer Tip
Ask before repeating a course.
Transfer credit can look strange on a DPR, especially when coursework doesn't transfer under the exact MSU Denver course number you expected.
If you believe you have already taken a course or completed a requirement elsewhere, talk with a Psychological Sciences advisor before registering to take it again.
We especially want to hear from you if:
· you aren't sure whether you have PSY 1001 or PSY 8888
· a transfer course isn't filling the requirement you expected
· you see an unfamiliar transfer PSY course number
· you think you previously completed something your DPR says you still need
· your upper-division credits seem lower than expected
· you completed a Colorado AA or AS but still see General Studies requirements
· you are trying to determine how long you have left to graduate
You are not expected to understand all of the university's transfer-credit rules on your own.
Bring us the question before taking an extra course. We can help you figure out whether the issue is a missing requirement, a transfer evaluation, or simply a course that needs to be placed correctly in your degree plan.
