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	——————————————————————————————————-

	Important Dates

	Admission Dates

	August 1 — Early Deadline - MSN/ BS to MS Programs Application Spring 2027

	September 15 — Priority Deadline - MSN/ BS to MS Programs Application Spring 2027

	November 1 — Final Deadline - MSN/ BS to MS Programs Application Spring 2027


	Event Dates

	September 20 — Annual 2026 Roadrunner 5k

	October 10 — MSU Denver Open House

	November 9 — MSU Denver Coordinated Program/DICAS Prep Open House

	December 4 — Nutrition Research Day/End of Year Celebration!

	December 11 — Commencement

	——————————————————————————————————-

	Upcoming Events
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	Get ready to lace up and show your Roadrunner pride at the Annual Roadrunners 5k our favorite Homecoming tradition! Whether you’re a speedster, a stroller, or somewhere in between, everyone’s welcome to join this fun run, jog, or walk weaving through the beautiful Auraria Campus

	SPECIAL PRICE for Alumni and The Department of Nutrition staff/faculty will be in attendance!

	September 20, 2026, 8 am
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	Interested in applying for the Coordinated Program? Join us on November 9th at 3:00 pm MDT in West Classroom or Microsoft Teams to hear from Jon and Anne about the Coordinated Program/DICAS and to get your questions answered. If you are a MSU Denver student, you can apply to the MSU Denver’s Coordinated Program early to secure your spot. Information will also be provided about navigating DICAS and applying to internships. We hope to see you there!

	November 9th, 2026 | 3:00pm MDT
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	——————————————————————————————————-

	Job Opportunities

	

	Nutrition Services Executive Chef

	Adams 12 is hiring for a Nutrition Services Executive Chef. This is a Nutrition Services Leadership/Admin role. Application deadline is August 17th. See down below for more info!
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	Colorado Pace

	Part-time position open for a Diet Aide at Colorado PACE. Hours are Monday-Friday, 11:00-3:00 (flexibility for students), with pay up to $20/hour. This is a great opportunity to fix meals, create recipes and provide menu analysis!

	Please email intent to apply to John Simmons jsimmons@coloradopace.org
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				Career Preparation and Opportunities - MSU Denver

	Where do you want to go in the field of nutrition and dietetics? Learn about possible career opportunitities here.

	www.msudenver.edu/nutrition/career-opportunities/?utm_source=codys-newsletter-b8ac91.beehiiv.com&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=alumni-newsletter-department-of-nutrition-fa-25&_bhlid=fb0a19b3008818e3f5191900adf176ef43bc1aab#job-board



	 
	[image: ]
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	Spotlights
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	——————————————————————————————————

	Nutrition Programs

	

	MSN/Accelerated BS to MS Programs
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	Involvement
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	——————————————————————————————————-

	Resources
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	Roadrunner Alumni

	Check out our Roadrunner Alumni opportunities here:

				MSU Denver Alumni and Friends - MSU Denver

	MSU Denver’s Office of Alumni Relations connects over 105,000 alumni to each other, the University and the greater MSU Denver community. MSU Denver Alumni can reach MSU Denver Career Services and volunteer with MSU Denver through the office of Alumni Relations.

	www.msudenver.edu/alumni
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	——————————————————————————————————-

	Did you miss our last Alumni Newsletter?

	

	Check out our Archive Here:

				Alumni and Friends - MSU Denver

	Connect with fellow alumni for updates on department events, networking and opportunities to contribute to your alma mater!

	www.msudenver.edu/nutrition/alumni-and-friends/#alumni-newsletter-archive
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ANNE HOVINEN, MS, RDN
Meeting ID: 241 873 310 580 51 DPD Director
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Microsoft Teams

=—r 303-615-0990

www.msudenver.edu/nutrition/programs/coordinated-program/
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DECEMBER 4TH FRIENDS, FAMILY ARE BEVERAGES WILL BE
LOCATION TBD WELCOME AT 10:00AM PROVIDED!
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Check out Colorado Pace Here!
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Faculty Spotlight

Jonathan Padia
MS, RDN

Jonathan Padia is the Coordinated Program Director at
Metropolitan State University of Denver. He has a varied
background of experience primarily in community
nutrition programs. He has worked at both the local and
state level in school nutrition programs as well as a local
level WIC dietitian. Additionally, Padia has worked in
research, where he served as a dietitian for a nutrition
core, implementing nutritional strategy and efforts for
various principal investigators. He has served as a mentor
for various universities and dietetic internships. Currently,
Padia serves as the Coordinated Program Director for MSU
Denver where he leads students throughout their
supervised practice experience, promoting leadership and
professional experiences and development.
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Alumni Spotlight

Leslie Castrejon
Alvarado
MS

SP, 26

Leslie Castrejon Alvarado recently graduated from the Master of Science in
Nutrition (MSN) program at MSU Denver, marking an important milestone in
her academic and professional journey. Originally from Zacatecas, Mexico,
Leslie completed her undergraduate studies before making the bold
decision to move to the United States on her own in pursuit of her dream of
becoming a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist.

During her time in the MSN program, Leslie further developed her passion
for nutrition and community health. She balanced the demands of graduate
school while working full time at a nonprofit organization dedicated to
supporting mental and physical health prevention within the community.
Although managing both responsibilities was challenging, the experience
proved to be deeply rewarding and strengthened her commitment to
improving health outcomes through nutrition education and prevention
efforts.

Shortly before graduating, Leslie achieved a significant milestone by being
accepted into the Children’s Hospital Colorado Dietetic Internship. This
accomplishment represents the next step in her professional journey, where
she looks forward to continuing her training, working with pediatric
populations, and making meaningful contributions to the field of nutrition.
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SPRING 2027 ADMISSIONS

NOW OPEN!

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN NUTRITION
& ACCELERATED BS TO MS
PROGRAM

Application Deadline

Early Deadline: August 1
Priority Deadline: September 15

Final Deadline: November 1

contact: gradnutrition@msudenver.edu
for more information
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FEATURE YOU!

SHARE SHARE
YOUR YOUR
STORY STORY
WITH WITH
uUs us

As an alumni of the Department of Nutrition at MSU
Denver, we want to hear from you and share your story!
Have you done something notable recently?
Volunteered somewhere? Received a job offer?
Accepted an award? Started a business? Let us know!

Emaif gradnuiritionemsudenver.edu to be featured in our next Alumni Newsletier or
on our social media accounts!
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STAY IN TOUCH!

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

@msudenvernutrition
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Department of Nutrition

Conference
Funding
Opportunity

= Must have greduated from the
MEN progrem within the lest 2
years

= Must be attending e orofessione!
confersnce to oresent reseerch
conducted during the MEN
program

= Funds can help cover registration,
travel, and other expenses related
to the conference

https://www.msudenver.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/MSN-Alumni-
Conference-Funds-Application.pdf
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Give to the Department of Nutrition
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