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Jefferson County Division of Children, Youth, Families and Adult Protection (JCDCYFAP) 
would like to extend the opportunity for students in MSU’s SW 3350 class to take an in-
depth look into the field of child welfare. This field lends itself to the intrinsic work of social 
work and the systems approach to working with family systems, which includes children, 
families and their supports. It is the work of multiple people in the Division to create and 
develop plans with families to build and strengthen supports from within their own 
communities. Throughout your time in this experience, you will have the opportunity to 
experience the life of a case—from the initial hotline call through permanency for the child 
and family and all steps in between. Guest speakers and shadowing will allow you to 
experience a glimpse into the day-to-day life of a caseworker that includes non-face-to-
face case practice and daily responsibilities. We will also discuss and explore other 
pertinent topics, including professional writing, communication, and professionalism in 
the workplace, to name a few. There will be opportunities to observe live decision making 
and court hearings as part of the program. Unfortunately, due to confidentiality, we are 
unable to facilitate direct observations of casework. 
 
This will be a structured experience with scheduled weekly meetings on Tuesdays from 
8:30am-12:30pm, beginning September 15 through December 1 (no class November 24). 
There will be additional opportunities to observe processes and court proceedings 
associated with the child welfare process outside of these hours. Ideal candidates have an 
interest in learning more about child welfare and potential career paths. They will also be 
able to commit to consistent attendance at weekly meetings. Meetings will be held in-
person at the Jefferson County Human Services Building; the building is accessible by 
public transportation. All participants are subject to background checks and fingerprinting 
in accordance with agency and Volume 7 standards.  
 
The program will create a meaningful learning experience in which connections are made 
both with others in the group and the classroom environment. There are limited seats in 
the program in order to facilitate connection and conversation. To better assess interest in 
our program, please submit a resume and cover letter addressing the following questions:  

1. What is your interest and motivation in completing your hours with JCDCYFAP?  
2. What do you hope to gain through this experience? 
3. We work with children and families from diverse backgrounds. Tell us about the 

importance of partnering with families within the context of their diverse 
perspectives. 

4. What else would you like us to know that we have not asked? 

 
Please submit your resume and responses to Liz Huffman (ehuffman@jeffco.us)  We 
encourage you to apply early; all applications are due by Friday, August 28. 
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