Earn credit for what you already know! MSU Denver and the College of Business (CBUS) value college-level knowledge you have acquired outside the traditional classroom.  As a result, we accept or offer the following Alternative Credit opportunities:Examples of College of Business students awarded Alternative Credit:
· A Financial Planner took the FIN 4400 Department Exam meeting a FIN elective requirement and saved $1,100
· A bilingual student took the Spanish Language 1 and 2 CLEP exams and received 16 credits, saving $6,500
· A Veteran received Global Diversity, COMM 1010, and 6 credits of open electives towards their degree, saving $3,900 


· National Standardized Tests including College-Level Examination Program (CLEP), DANTES Subject Standardized Tests (DSST), Advanced Placement (AP), and International Baccalaureate (IB)
· Departmental Credit by Examination/Portfolio Assessment
· Evaluation of Military Training and Occupations
· Some Third Party Self-Paced Courses 

CBUS Students can complete more than 50% of their degree through Alternative Credit, including most General
Studies courses, open electives, and 9 of 15 Business Core classes. The College of Business also offers opportunities to take Department Exams for some major courses. We have listed alternative credit options for CBUS course requirements below.

Potential Savings and Fast-Tracking Careers
Potential cost savings are tremendous. The average MSU Denver 3- credit class costs approximately $1,410 (with fees and Colorado Opportunity Fund stipend applied), whereas each CLEP test costs $135 for the exam and sitting fee and department exams are $157 each (fees subject to change). 
Alternative Credit also offers students the opportunity to fast track their careers—for students on a 4-year graduation plan every 15 credits of prior learning assessment earned could result in 1 less semester needed to complete a degree at MSU Denver.
Residency and Other Requirements Still Apply
While there is no current limit to the number of credits a student can be awarded from department and standardized exams, students must still meet degree, minor, and certificate residency requirements for the College of Business and MSU Denver. For example, College of Business students must take a minimum of 30 credits of business classes at MSU Denver to be awarded a degree. Department Exams and Standardized tests are considered transfer credits and do not meet residency requirements. Students can learn more about their residency requirements by reviewing the University Catalog or by speaking with their academic advisor.

There are other restrictions on awarding Alternative Credit as well. For example, you can’t take a Department Exam for a similar college course that your previously attempted. You must also be currently enrolled in a degree or certificate program and be in good standing to take exams. You can learn more about applicable restrictions here on the Alternative Credit website. 

How to receive Alternative Credit for National Standardized Tests
Students who have already taken National Standardized Tests (CLEP, DSST, AP, and IB exams) need to send official tests scores to MSU Denver Admissions to receive credit. There is typically a fee associated with sending transcripts. You must meet minimum scores to receive credit (for example, if you received a 3 on the AP United States History exam, you will receive credit for HIS 1210; if you received a 2, you will not receive credit). You can find score minimums and course equivalencies in the University
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Catalog under Alternative Credit Options/Prior Learning Assessment (make sure you are looking at the catalog from your year; if you do not know your Catalog year, check your Degree Progress Report or speak with your advisor).
To send official test transcripts:
· CLEP scores can be sent through the College Board website: https://clep.collegeboard.org/scores/send-scores-transcripts
· DSST transcripts are available here (they are included on your JST as well): https://www.dantes.doded.mil/EducationPrograms/take-tests-get- transcripts/gettranscript.html (copy and paste url into your browser)
· To access/send AP scores, go to https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/sending-scores
· To access/send IB scores, go to https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma- programme/assessment-and-exams/requesting-transcripts/

Eligibility for Nationalized Standardized Testing / DSST Information

Only high school students are eligible to take Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate exams—if you have already graduated from high school, you can take one of the more than 30 College Level Examination Program exams and/or Department Exams. Active Duty Military members, Air Force Civil Service employees, and Coast Guard spouses have the option to take the College Level tests for free or reduced costs through DSST (to see current DSST eligibility requirements and learn more about the program go to https://www.dantes.doded.mil/EducationPrograms/get-credit/creditexam.html).  You can find out how your DSST exams fit into Colorado’s Guaranteed Pathways program here: https://highered.colorado.gov/sites/highered/files/2020-03/colorado-standard-dsst-exam-credit-and-cut-scores.pdf  

College Level Examination Program (CLEP)

Talk to your Academic Advisor or a Prior Learning Specialist to determine if CLEP testing is right for you (College of Business courses that have CLEP options are listed below). Once you and your advisor or Prior Learning Specialist determine which CLEPs you would like to take, follow the instructions on the PLA website for ordering/testing information: https://www.msudenver.edu/registrar/prior-learning-assessment/. Once you have completed the CLEP exam, send MSU Denver Admissions your transcript. Keep in mind, it may take a month or more for a transcript to be received, processed, and credited to your degree. If you are a graduating senior, do not wait until the last minute to take CLEP exams or you may miss your graduation window.
Department Exams / Portfolio Review
Departments may allow students to take Department Exams for credit or conduct Portfolio Reviews.  College of Business Departments currently offering Department Exams include: Finance (including Banking courses), Economics, Management, and Marketing.  If you have knowledge in a business subject area, review your degree requirements and talk with the Department Chair about Department Exam options. 
Prior to meeting with the Chair, you should get syllabi for classes you are considering taking a Department Exam for.  Contact the Department Administrator for course syllabi—they can also provide you course textbook titles and/or suggest materials that will help you study for exams. Review the syllabus carefully and be prepared to discuss how your prior learning covers course material. Once you have Chair approval and understand testing requirements/scoring, reach out to the Prior Learning Center and follow the next steps, including a final check of eligibility, at: https://www.msudenver.edu/registrar/alternative-credit/ 
The following is a list of CBUS Department Exams/Portfolio Credit that have been previously offered: 
· BUS 1850, Intro to Business (Marketing Department)
· BUS 1950, Business Communication (Marketing Department)
· MKT 3250, Personal Selling (Marketing Department)
· BUS 3040, Global Corporate Social Responsibility and Sustainability (Marketing Department)
· FIN 2700, Intro to Banking (Finance Department)
· FIN 3010, Financial Markets and Institutions (Finance Department)
· FIN 3420, Risk & Insurance (Finance Department)
· FIN 4400, Estate Planning (Finance Department)
· ECO 3100, Money and Banking (Economics Department)

Evaluation of Military Training and Occupations

Military and Veteran students can receive credit for their service by submitting their DD214, Joint Service Transcript, and/or CCAF Transcript to Bren Shuler, MSU Denver’s Prior Learning Specialist. He can be reached by phone at 303-605-5574 or by email at bshuler1@msudenver.edu. The Prior Learning Assessment website can be accessed here: https://www.msudenver.edu/registrar/alternative-credit/ and military specific information is available here: Military Transfer Credit - MSU Denver. 

MSU Denver offers the following package of transfer credit and waivers:
· Either 6 semester hours of lower-division elective credit (MILR 8000) for all students who have served four years active duty in the U.S. military or 3 semester hours of lower-division elective credit (MILR 8000) for all students who have served two years active duty in the U.S. military.
· 6 additional semester hours of upper-division elective credit (MILR 9000) for students who have either served two terms of service of four years each or attained the rank of E5 or above in the
U.S. military.
· 3 credits of COMM 1010 (Presentational Speaking) for all students who served at least one enlistment and achieved the rank of E5 or above in the U.S. military
· Waiver of the Global Diversity requirement for all students who deployed abroad in the U.S. military for at least 6 months.
Some Professional Military Education and Occupations will also be eligible for credit as determined by American Council of Education Military Guide (https://www.acenet.edu/Programs- Services/Pages/Credit-Transcripts/military-guide-online.aspx)

Third-Party Self-Paced classes.  We accept some 3rd Party classes (Sophia, Pearson, Study.com, and Straighterline).  For a comprehensive list of classes that we currently accept, please go here: https://www.msudenver.edu/registrar/alternative-credit/#3rd-party-self-paced-courses.  

If you intend to take a third-party class to meet a business requirement, please double check with your academic advisor to make sure you are still meeting residency requirements and that it makes sense for you to complete the class in this manner. 



Alternative Credit options by College of Business requirement
Below is a list of General Studies and Business classes with alternative credit/prior learning assessment options. Know your degree requirements, particularly your Quantitative Literacy class(es), so that you do not prepare for and take the wrong exam. You can find degree requirements by major in the University Catalog, or you can talk to your academic advisor.
General Studies Written Communication, Oral Communication, and Quantitative Literacy Requirements
· ENG 1010, Composing Arguments (CLEP Exam, AP Exam, IB Exam)
· ENG 1020, Research & Writing (CLEP Exam, AP, Department Exam, DSST)
· Oral Communication (Military/Veterans over the rank of E-5 will receive credit for COMM 1010)
· Quantitative Literacy
· MTH 1080, Mathematical Modes of Thought (CLEP, IB, DSST)
· MTH 1210, Statistics (AP, DSST)
· MTH 1110, College Algebra (CLEP, IB, DSST)
· MTH 1400, Pre-Calculus (CLEP, IB)
· MTH 1410, Calculus I (AP, CLEP, IB).  

Only MTH 1110, MTH 1400, or MTH 1410 meet the College of Business Bachelor of Science degree Math requirement. 

Other General Studies Requirements/Ethnic Studies and Social Justice (ESSJ)
· Arts & Humanities Electives (CLEP Exam, AP Exam, IB Exam, DSST, 3rd Party)
· Natural and Physical Science (CLEP Exam, AP Exam, IB Exam, DSST, 3rd Party)
· Historical Elective (CLEP Exam, AP Exam, IB Exam, DSST)
· Social and Behavioral Science Electives (CLEP, AP Exam, IB Exam, DSST, 3rd Party)
· ECO 2010, Principles of Macroeconomics (CLEP; IB Exam, 3rd Party)
· ECO 2020, Principles of Microeconomics (CLEP, 3rd Party)
· Global Diversity (CLEP Exam, AP Exam, IB Exam, Military/Veterans who served overseas for 6 months will have the Global Diversity requirement waived)
· ESSJ Elective (AP - African American Studies Exam)

Business Core classes
· BUS 1850 (Department Exam, DSST Exam, 3rd Party)
· BUS 1950 (Department Exam or Portfolio Credit, Military Credit possible, 3rd Party)
· CIS 2010 (CLEP, DSST Exam, 3rd Party)
o CIS 1010, a prerequisite to CIS 2010, has IB and DSST options (these come in as CIS 1010 or CSS 1010). Students that have Access/Excel experience can also take the CIS Placement Test to place out of CIS 1010 and directly into CIS 2010. Passing the CIS Placement Test does not result in credits awarded for CIS 1010
· ACC 2010 (CLEP, 3rd Party)
· ACC 2020 (3rd Party)
· MGT 2210 (CLEP, 3rd Party)
· MKT 8900 (CLEP, 3rd Party) – MKT 8900 is the lower division equivalent of MKT 3000. If you opt to take this exam, double check you have enough Upper Division credits to graduate (you need 39)
· MGT 8900 (CLEP) – MGT 8900 is the lower division equivalent of MGT 3000. If you opt to take this exam, double check you have enough Upper Division credits to graduate (you need 39)
· BUS 3040 (Department Exam, DSST Exam.  The DSST credit will come in as PHI 3360.  Students will need a degree exception to waive BUS 3040 for their requirements)


Additional College of Business requirements (all CBUS Bachelor of Science Degrees)
· MTH 1310 or MTH 1110 (CLEP, AP, IB)

Other Business Classes
· FIN 2250, Personal Money Management (DSST Exam)
· MKT 3250, Personal Selling (Department Exam)
· CIS 2000 Level Elective (3rd Party)
· FIN 2700, Intro to Banking (Department Exam)
· ECO 3100, Money and Banking (Department Exam)
· FIN 4400, Estate Planning (Department Exam)
· FIN 3150, Personal Financial Planning (Department Exam)
· FIN 3420, Risk and Insurance (Department Exam)
· FIN 3010 (Department Exam)

Current Licenses/Certificates accepted for credit
· Colorado Real Estate License (FIN 3800 and FIN 3810)
· Enrolled Agent (EA) Certification (ACC 3090 and ACC 3100)

Open[footnoteRef:1] Electives. Most College of Business Students need approximately 9 to 20 credits of open electives to get to the 120 total credits required to graduate. Open elective credits can be fulfilled through Alternative Credit. Go to the Alternate Credit Options/Prior Learning section of the University Catalog to review AP, IB, DSST, and CLEP options. https://catalog.msudenver.edu/content.php?catoid=38&navoid=2670.  [1:  Open electives may also be referred to as “general electives” or “unrestricted electives” – all terms mean the same thing.] 


If you are fluent in Spanish, German, or French and need open elective credits, you should consider taking a CLEP exam—you may be able to bring in as many as 16 credits, including meeting your Arts & Humanities General Studies requirements.

Languages
· Available AP Exams: Latin, French, Italian, Japanese, German, Chinese, and Spanish
· Available IB Exams: Russian, Japanese, French, German, Spanish
· Available CLEP Exams: Spanish, French, German
Not for credit Computer Info Systems (CIS) and language proficiency Testing

CIS Placement Test. Students needing to take CIS 2010, Foundations of Information Systems, have two options to get into the course. They can take or transfer in CIS 1010, Intro to Computers, or they can take CIS Placement Test to place out of CIS 1010. Students must pass the CIS Placement Test with a 75 or better and meet other course prerequisites to take CIS 2010. The test is free and can be taken twice. Testing instructions can be found here:  https://www.msudenver.edu/testing/cis2010-placement-test/. A Study Guide and free resources are available here: https://www.msudenver.edu/computer-information-systems-business-analytics/resources/cis2010-literacy-screening-test/ 

International Business Majors students who have a foreign language other than those listed for CLEP and/or AP and IB credit, may take a language proficiency test and check off the Foreign Language option in their degree plan (unlike CLEP, AP, and IB exams, the language proficiency exams do not result in college credits).
There are two language proficiency test options:
· Foreign Language Achievement Tests (FLATS). FLATS is a language proficiency exam students order through Brigham Young University (BYU). Test fees for FLATs are $50. Information on the test can be found here: https://info.flats.byu.edu/non-byu-students/. MSU Denver students can take the exam at the Tivoli Testing Center. Before ordering the test, call the Testing Center for instructions (you will need to get the name of the proctor and instructions for receiving the test).
· Denver University’s Center for World Languages and Cultures Proficiency Exams. CWLC proficiency tests cost $75 and are only offered certain times throughout the semester on the University of Denver campus (I-25/South University). To see test offerings and register for one of these exams, students will go to the CWLC website at https://www.du.edu/cwlc/.
Students should check in with the Management Department Chair prior to taking any language proficiency test. 
