
CCD-MSU Denver Transfer Summit 
 

The Colorado legislature created the Community College of Denver and Metropolitan State University of 
Denver with the transformative goal of providing a shared learning space for our community. With this 
goal in mind, CCD and MSU Denver should provide a seamless experience for students to earn associate 
degrees and certificates while moving toward bachelor’s degrees and beyond.  

What our partnership aims to do is break down barriers to higher education and to empower students to 
transition seamlessly from CCD to MSU Denver, or vice versa. 

We are advancing a commitment to create a shared system that aligns to each institutions’ distinct 
identities, which in part gives all students a seamless experience throughout their higher education 
journey. Whether a CityHawk or a Roadrunner, the type of bird would not matter, just that the journey 
would be much smoother. 

Specifically, we envision a partnership that: 

1) Provides robust, easy inter-institutional enrollment between CCD and MSU Denver for all 
students, increasing completion rates and credit loads for students at each institution. 

2) Establishes completion at CCD as the primary milestone, while smoothing the transfer to MSU 
Denver. This will result in more students transferring to MSU Denver. 

3) Expands and institutionalizes reverse-transfer credentialing to increase completion of CCD 
credentials for students who transfer prior to degree attainment. This converts progress into 
credentials and supports upward mobility for the students.  

4) Establishes a structured dual-admission pathway program for students in specific academic 
programs with coordinated and integrated advising and programming.  This will result in a greater 
volume of degree completion for students in these programs. 

Our transfer summit is focused on making the details in this vision come to life. To that end, we are 
bringing together experts from academic departments, academic advising, marketing, and others 
throughout our two institutions to collaborate on removing barriers.  

Each priority sought comes with challenges in academics, advising, admissions, financial aid, marketing, 
and areas across CCD and MSU Denver. Since February 2025, the two institutions have been meeting in 
monthly work sessions, consulting with transfer experts, collaborating with other institutions that have 
faced some of the same challenges, and analyzed transfer-related data in the Aspen Institute/AASCU 
transfer intensive institute. This work informed the decision to bring together cross-functional partners 
and practitioners to the transfer summit. 

The intention now marks the transition from planning to collective action. The participants in the transfer 
summit will provide the critical next step. Our focused work will serve as a model for how we can better 
eXect student movement between CCD and MSU Denver, ultimately increasing credential attainment 
and upward mobility for the community of students we serve. 


