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Advocating Dreams Summit - Juntos We Rise!
Jan. 30, 2026

Thank you for joining the 2026 Advocating Dreams Summit - Juntos We Rise! Please review this program which has our agenda, guide on technology tips & reminders to ensure a smooth experience during this virtual conference!
Click here to register for the Zoom link
Link & QR code to the Digital Resource Folder
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Want to share an event, program, or resource with the attendees? 
Add it here!
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Do you have questions for the student panel (9:30-10 am) and/or the Legal Updates and Q&A with an immigration attorney (1:10-2 pm)? Add them here!




Technology Tips & Reminders

· You can keep or change your displayed name as you sign into the meeting to ensure anonymity
· Once you join the event, you will be in the “main room” - welcoming remarks, key note address, student panel, resource fair, and the legal updates will all take place in that meeting space
· For each of the two workshops sessions (10:10am - 11am and 11:10am - 12pm), you will choose one of four offered workshops; those will take place in breakout rooms; you will move yourself into each room at the start of each session
· Please step away from the virtual event and/or turn off your camera as needed; please be mindful to remain muted unless you are addressing the group
· Questions/tech issues? Let us know in the chat!

Agenda

8:30am – 8:45am Join the Summit via Zoom
8:45am – 9:00am Welcome & Opening remarks  
9:00am – 9:20am Keynote Address
9:30am – 10:00am	Student Panel 
10:10am – 11:00am Breakout Session 1 (choose one of four available sessions)
11:10am – 12:00pm Breakout Session 2 (choose one of four available sessions)
12:10pm – 1:00pm Lunch & Learn: Resource Fair (mini-introductions of organizations)
1:10pm – 2:00pm Updates and Q&A with an Immigration Attorney
2:00pm – 2:30pm Closing Remarks









Keynote Speaker
Izbeth Pacheco Holguin

Izbeth Pacheco is a first-generation, undocumented college graduate who holds a Bachelor of Arts in Mexican American Studies. Originally from Delicias, Chihuahua, she currently serves as a social studies teacher at Greeley West High School, where she teaches Mexican American Studies and AP Human Geography to a predominantly Hispanic/Latinx student population. In addition to her teaching role, Izbeth volunteers as a girls’ soccer coach and serves as the faculty sponsor for the school’s LULAC chapter and Mexican American Studies Society. She is actively engaged in her local community through her membership in Lambda Theta Alpha Latin Sorority, Inc., as well as Al Frente de Lucha. 

Student Panel
Moderator: Karen Nuñez Sifuentes
Hear from a variety of current and former students with immigrant backgrounds about their suggestions, tips, experiences, and concerns. Post your questions in advance here [link] or bring them on the day of the event!

Breakout Session Descriptions 
Session 1
“Financial Aid Options for Immigrant Students”
Presenters: Sophie Vogel (Colorado Department of Higher Education), Victor Mata (MSU Denver)
Participants will learn about the different financial aid options available to immigrant students, including those who do not qualify for federal student aid. The workshop will explain the various types of financial support they may be eligible for and guide them through the application process.
Session 2
“Work Reimagined: The Rise and Power of Undocumented Entrepreneurship”

Presenters: Josh Stallings (Juntos Community), Luis Antezana (Juntos Community)
Panelists: Maria Osorio, Brian Jimenez Fraile, Brayan Montes

Join us to discover how undocumented professionals are not just navigating barriers — they’re building powerful, sustainable careers on their own terms through entrepreneurship and independent contracting. This session blends a practical overview of ITIN-friendly career pathways with an inspiring panel of undocumented founders who are redefining leadership, creativity, and economic power without traditional status.

Session 3

“Supporting Undocumented Students & Mixed Status Families”

Presenters: Tania Chairez (Convivir)

Everyone, regardless of their immigration status, should have the opportunity to thrive, but the current political climate is creating uncertainty and fear across immigrant communities. Now, more than ever, it is critical for schools to create safe and welcoming spaces for undocumented students and their mixed-status families. This session aims to increase educators’ capacity to support immigrant, refugee, and first generation Americans from mixed immigration status families. We combine lived experience, professional expertise, and expert research to highlight relevant policy changes, applicable protocols, and social emotional support practices for this unique population. Join us to deep dive into this complex and timely topic!

Session 4

“Know Your Rights & Colorado Rapid Response Network 101”

Presenters: Keilly Leon (Colorado Immigrant Rights Coalition), Brithany Gutierrez (Colorado Rapid Response Network/CORRN)

This training will go over rights, responsibilities, and important reminders when interacting with ICE or federal law enforcement. Includes information on CORRN. The Colorado Rapid Response Network is a critical, two-part community safety system. We issue real-time alerts about ICE activity across the state and operate a 24/7 hotline that connects individuals and families impacted by detention to our trained volunteer support network. Our mission is to provide immediate information, documented evidence, and community-led solidarity.

Updates and Q&A with an Immigration Attorney
Moderator: Nayeli Sanchez
Hear from immigration attorney Kelly Ryan (www.rig.law) about updates and recent changes in immigration law and policy. Post your questions in advance here or ask them on the day of the event!
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