
Accessing the MSW Application 

Visit connect.msudenver.edu/apply/ and either log in or create a new account – the email 

you use to create your account is where all application and admissions related 

communications (including admissions decision) will be sent!

 

 

Once logged in, click on the “Start New Application” button in red towards the bottom of the 

page. 

 

 

https://connect.msudenver.edu/apply/


Personal Background 

This is where you will provide basic information, including name, mailing address, telephone, 

biographical information, citizenship, and emergency contact. 

 

 

 



 

Basic Information/MSU Denver Plans 

Course Delivery 

The first selection applicants make in this section determines if they want to be a mixed 

traditional student (select “Master’s Degree”) or a fully online student (select “Online 

Master’s Degree). 

 

Advanced Standing and Start Term 

Once you select their planned program of interest, you will have to select if you are applying 

to the Advanced Standing Program or not – their answer to this question will determine 

what start term is available for them to select. If they say “Yes”, they can only select to 

apply for a Summer 2026 start. If they select “No”, they can only select to apply for a Fall 

2026 start. 

 

If you aren’t sure if they are eligible to apply to Advanced Standing: 

To qualify for Advanced Standing, you need to have completed a bachelor’s degree in 

social work. If you completed your bachelor’s degree in December 2020 or sooner, you 

qualify for Advanced Standing. 



 
Other Basic Information 

The remaining basic information has to do with confirming that you have earned or will soon 

earn an undergraduate degree, determining if you are an MSU Denver alum, determining if you 

are a first-generation student, and asking if you have a military background. 

 

Program Requirements/Master of Social Work 

This section contains questions that are specific to the MSW Program application, including 

your enrollment status, if you will be out of state, and if you have previously been in an 

MSW Program. A few of the questions require additional information if you select “Yes”. 

 



Out of State 

If you are planning to complete the MSW Program from another state, you must select 

which state in the application. Admission as an out of state student is determined on a 

case-by-case basis, depending on the Office of Field Education’s ability to support 

additional out of state students in the year(s) that student will be in a field placement. 

 

Previously Enrolled in an MSW Program 

If you have been previously enrolled in an MSW Program (either our program or at another 

institution), you are required to provide a short explanation as to why you left you previous 

program. 

 

Previously Dismissed from an MSW Program 

If you have been previously dismissed from an MSW Program, you must provide a short 

explanation about why you were dismissed and upload a copy of the dismissal letter from 

your program. 

 



Certifications (Criminal History, Professional & Ethical Behavior, 

Interactions, and Records) 

Applicants must agree to several certifications regarding their application – you must select 

“Yes” to all four certification questions to be able to submit you application. 

Please note – we do not do a criminal history check or any form of background check on 

our applicants. Instead, the Criminal History Statement document explains the potential 

barriers they may face in their future career if they have ever been convicted of a felony 

and/or exploitation, abuse, or other offense of a child or elder. We want applicants to apply 

with full knowledge of any potential barriers they could face. 

 

The Standards of Professional and Ethical Behavior document is a department standard 

that all students must abide by while in the program. 

 

Required Supplemental Materials and Recommendation Overview 
All three required recommendations need to be submitted in order to access the part of 
the application that has the section where the personal statement and case study (only if 
you are applying for Advanced Standing) will be uploaded. If you do not have all three 
recommendations entered, this portion of the application will not be available. 

https://www.msudenver.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/CriminalHistoryStatement_MSW.pdf
https://www.msudenver.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/StandardsofProfessionalandEthicalBehaviorSWKMSUDenver_ApprovedJan2019.pdf


 

 



 

 

 



 

 



Once you click Submit Application below, please note that your application is still not 
complete. Clicking Submit will take you to the section where you will upload your personal 
statement and case study (only if you are applying for Advanced Standing). This is also 
where you can view if your recommenders have submitted their recommendations.   

 
Your application will be completed once you have green check marks for all 
recommenders, including transcripts, personal statement, and case study (only if applying 
for Advanced Standing).   
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