
Individualized Degree Program 
METROPOLITAN STATE UNIVERSITY OF DENVER 

WHAT IS AN INDIVIDUALIZED DEGREE? 
At MSU Denver, an individualized degree is a self-directed program that allows you to design your 
own major or minor by choosing courses from across the university curriculum 

Approximately 200 MSU Denver students graduate with an IDP major or minor each year 

DO OTHER INSTITUTIONS HAVE INDIVIDUALIZED DEGREES? 
MSU Denver is one of many institutions to offer an individualized degree program. IDPs are popular 
as students seek to become more versatile and well-rounded to better prepare for 21st century 
careers 

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF AN IDP? 
• Combine courses across multiple disciplines and deepen your knowledge in specific 

subjects 
• Network across different departments and work closely with your faculty advisors 
• Become a well-rounded student through multidisciplinary coursework 
• Get creative and innovative in order to adapt y our studies to y our  goals 
• Take advantage of the IDP's flexibility and use y our transfer credits and prior learning 

experience towards your IDP 

THE IDP WILL HELP YOU 
• Become a more confident and capable self- directed, lifelong learner 
• Increase your capacity for communication, critical thinking, and problem solving 
• Achieve excellence in your chosen field of study 
• Design an educational program to meet your specific educational needs and goals 
• Understand, synthesize, and apply perspectives and information from diverse fields of 

study 
• Link theory and practice, integrating learning gained in the classroom with experience 

gained in the workplace and community 

IS THE IDP RIGHT FOR YOU? 
THE IDP IS RIGHT FOR YOU IF... 

• You have an idea or area of interest that is not currently satisfied by a catalog major or minor 
• You wish to combine two or more disciplines 
• You have credits across various disciplines and want to merge them into an IDP for a more 

efficient path to graduation 

If you are determined and prepared to dedicate time and effort into completing an individualized 
major or minor, then meet with an IDP advisor or the departments you want to specialize in to 
ensure the IDP is right for you. 



ARE YOU READY TO EXPLORE AN INDIVIDUALIZED DEGREE  
HERE'S WHAT TO EXPECT 
• Schedule a one hour consultation by calling our front desk at 303-615-0525 or fill out the 

contact form on the MSU Denver Center for Individualized Learning website: 
https://www.msudenver.edu/individualized-degrees 

• Scan QR for IDP Contact Form (removed) 
• Create a Degree Plan:  

o Create a tentative course list and get input from a faculty advisor 
• Attend an IDP Workshop:  

o Finalize degree title and get help with the components of the IDP 
• Draft Rationale Essay 

o Explain and justify your program of study 
o Start drafting 2-6 months after initial meeting with IDP advisor 

• Revise and Compile Proposal Packet 
• Must be completed 2 semesters prior to graduation 
• We will gather signatures and submit your proposal for final approval! 

 

Incubator and Emerging Programs 
 
These are cross disciplinary programs designed and approved by faculty and IDP advisors. These 
majors and minors offer a set of recommended courses while allowing students the creative 
freedom to customize their coursework 
 
Examples: 

• Aerospace Physics 
• Social Documentary 
• Asian Studies 
• Men's Health 
• Aerospace Systems Engineering Technology 
• Educational Studies 
• Space Commercialization 

These programs are still considered IDPs, meaning the degree can be individualized to your needs 
and a degree plan and rationale essay must be completed 

International Studies Concentration 
 
This is a flexible program that allows you to create an internationally focused coursework that suits 
your specific interests while supporting your own academic and career goals in a globalized field 

Suggested coursework includes Political Science, Anthropology, History, Geography, and 
Economics. Focus areas include Asia, Latin America, Africa, Europe, or Middle East 

Meet with an IDP specialist and faculty advisor to learn more 

http://www.msudenver.edu/individualized-degrees


 

Visit https://www.msudenver.edu/individualized-degrees/ for more information on the 
Individualized Degree Program 

Thanks for watching! 

https://www.msudenver.edu/individualized-degrees/
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