Playa Bagdad/SpaceX:

Transboundary Sonic Violence
in a Colonial Void

Talk by Jerénimo Reyes-Retana

Jerénimo Reyes-Retana (b. Mexico City, 1984) is a researcher and
artist. An impulse to cultivate compositional forces through long-term
projects guides his practice into the fissures (dis)connecting governance
regimes built upon technological superiority. By the contingent
implementation of relational and reflexive methodologies in peripheral
sites across Latin America, Reyes-Retana examines hybrid territorialities
exposed to the social, environmental, and economic anxieties derived
from the techno-utopian determinisms of Western culture. In his work,
these places act as nerve centers to interrogate the political anatomy of
a global design where practices of systemic erasure are still obscured

by the seductive fictions of progress.

Reyes-Retana’s solo exhibitions include Museo de la Ciudad (Ciudad
Juarez, MX); Big Medium (Austin, US); CoLab Projects (Austin, US);

and Mario Kreuzberg (Basel, Switzerland), among others. His writing
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has been published by xCoAx (Coimbra, Portugal); Institute of Studies
on Latin American Art (Nueva York, US); Centro de la Imagen (Mexico
City, MX); Sociology Lens: Cercereal Edgelands (Alberta, Canada); and

Toda la Teoria del Universo (Concepcion, Chile).

He earned his MFA in Sculpture + Extended Media from The University
of Texas at Austin (US), with the support of the Study Abroad
FONCA-CONACYT Fellowship awarded by Mexico’s National Council
for Arts, Culture, and Technology. Additionally, Reyes-Retana has
participated in alternative educational programs, including Materia

Abierta and SOMA Summer in Mexico City (MX).

Reyes-Retana is a doctoral candidate in Emergent Technologies and

Media Arts Practices at the University of Colorado Boulder (US).
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