

Title:
Business Cents Episode 5: A Conversation with College Success Coach Laura Amigone on How to Keep Your Grades Up

Length: 2 class periods

· 1 class period – pass out worksheet, play first ~29 minutes of podcast episode
· 1 class period – play remaining ~15 minutes podcast episode, complete worksheet, and discuss students’ answers to final question on worksheet
Resources:
· Podcast: https://www.mymetmedia.com/bc-ep5/
· Links to information on financial aid – general and specific to MSU-Denver
· Teaching Outline
· Worksheet for podcast Episode 5
· Class Discussion prompt


Background:
Welcome to Business Cents, the student focused show that focuses on money, issues related to money and how money works in our lives, hosted by MSU Denver professors Laurel Lane and Jessica Mace. Although discussions and lessons will be important to people studying Business, they will involve building blocks that can be applied to a wide range of fields and jobs.



This episode on “Student Success and Keeping Your Grades Up” is part of a broader outline covering important topics in financial literacy and personal money management. In includes content and advice helpful for both college-bound high school students as well as existing college students, and has both information related specifically to MSU-Denver, as well as generally relevant to any college. A list of concepts covered in the full Business Cents Podcast series can be found below:

1. Choosing your career path & setting financial goals
a. Understanding salaries
b. Paying for College
c. College Success
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2. Basic Skills
a. Budgeting
b. Bank accounts
c. Consumer education and interpreting financial news
3. Personal Debt Management
a. Credit Scores
b. Credit Cards
c. Loans and mortgages
4. Saving & Investing
a. Finance fundamentals on investing
b. Investing practicalities – like accounts and taxes
c. Retirement and long-term savings
5. Common mistakes and misconceptions



Learning Objectives – Episode 5:
· This episode is all about the aspect of financial aid that is related to keeping your grades up and number of credits fulfilled to meet any requirements of your aid. This episode will discuss: 1) How the number of credits you’re enrolled in and the grades you
get impact your ability to continue your financial aid; 2) When taking an “F” might be a better strategy than withdrawing.; 3) Why our brains go into avoidance mode when these challenges arise and some tips for getting around that; 4) Understanding who is there to help you and the meaningful, small steps you can take to start finding solutions; 5) general tips for doing well in school and key dates to keep in mind


Links to General Resources for Financial Aid: https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/eligibility/staying-eligible https://cdhe.colorado.gov/colorado-application-for-state-financial-aid http://www.collegescholarships.org/financial-aid/


Links to information about financial aid and student success at MSU-Denver:

1. MSU-Denver Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships (OFAS)
· https://www.msudenver.edu/financial-aid/
· Physical location: Jordan Student Success Building (JSSB), Suite 130
· Email: finaid@msudenver.edu
2. Tutoring


· https://www.msudenver.edu/student-academic-services/tutoring/tutoring- schedule/
3. MSU-Denver Advising
· https://www.msudenver.edu/advising/



Teaching Outline

1. Make copies of the student worksheet.
2. Explain that this is the second episode of the 3-part podcast series will be presented in the class that includes episodes all related to the topics of Financial Aid and Affording College
3. Hand out worksheets and ask students to use it to follow along and answer questions using topics discussed in podcast.
4. Play podcast- Start at 0:00 stop at 29:36 and start to answer questions.
5. At the next class, start the podcast at 29:36 and play through the end to answer questions for the remainder of the worksheet.
6. In particular, one question asks the students to “create a timeline for staying on top of grades and financial aid throughout a semester”. The portion of the podcast from 31:14 – 38:41 directly addresses this question.
7. Have a class discussion regarding key takeaways, as well as students’ answers to final question on the worksheet.

Worksheet Questions:

What are two important factors for students to keep their financial aid?





What is the typical GPA requirement for Federal Aid?





What were some examples of “small steps” students can take when fear starts to arise regarding financial aid and/or grades?





Create a timeline for staying on top of grades and financial aid throughout a semester that includes 3-4 guideposts within that timeframe and the appropriate actions to take.

Questions for Class Discussion:
What is one challenge that could come up and how can you avoid it?



NEXT TOPIC in Financial Aid Package: Episode 6: A Follow Up Deep Dive into Financial Aid, with Executive Director Kerline Eglaus

The Executive Director of the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships at MSU-Denver, Kerline Eglaus, appears on the podcast again to answer specific questions submitted by students and take a deep dive into the FAFSA application process.
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