
      High Quality Family Time Rules 



Why the change?
HB23-1027 Parent and Child Family Time was signed and takes effect January 1, 2024, 

This bill adds a definition of Family time to Colorado Revised Statutes 19-1-103 (64.5) and 
directs how and the means to improve family time for children youth and families served by 

the child welfare system in Colorado when they are in out of home placement 

 



Who has been a part of this?
County Partners, Office of Respondent 
Parents’ Counsel, Office of the Child’s 

Representative, persons with lived 
experience, advocates, Administrative Review 

Division   

 



7.000.2 Definitions 
"FAMILY TIME" MEANS ANY FORM OF CONTACT OR ENGAGEMENT BETWEEN PARENTS, 
LEGAL CUSTODIANS, GUARDIANS, SIBLINGS, AND CHILDREN OR YOUTH FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF PRESERVING AND STRENGTHENING FAMILY TIES AND CULTURAL 
CONNECTIONS

First Big Change: Adding the 
definition of “Family Time” 



HERE COME THE BIG 
CHANGES!!!



A. IN ALL CASES WHERE COUNTIES HAVE PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR A CHILD/YOUTH IN OUT-OF-HOME PLACEMENT INCLUDING ALL 
TYPES OF KINSHIP PLACEMENTS, AN APPROPRIATE FAMILY TIME PLAN 
SHALL BE ESTABLISHED AND DOCUMENTED IN THE COMPREHENSIVE 
CHILD WELFARE INFORMATION SYSTEM (CCWIS).  THE FAMILY TIME 
PLAN SHALL SPECIFY:

1.THE FREQUENCY, LOCATION, AND DURATION TYPE OF 
CONTACT BY THE PARENTS/CAREGIVER(S);

2. THE PERSONS THAT MAY BE PRESENT DURING FAMILY TIME

3. METHOD OF FAMILY TIME WHICH SHALL INCLUDE IF FAMILY 
TIME SHOULD BE SUPERVISED OR UNSUPERVISED AND THE 
LEVEL OF SUPERVISION AND BY WHOM; IT IS PRESUMED THAT 
SUPERVISION BE BY INFORMAL SUPPORTS, WHEN AVAILABLE, 
AND OCCUR IN THE COMMUNITY, A HOMELIKE ENVIRONMENT, OR 
OTHER AGREED UPON LOCATION UNLESS THE YOUTH'S SAFETY, 
OR MENTAL, EMOTIONAL, OR PHYSICAL HEALTH REQUIRES 
PROFESSIONAL SUPERVISION

4. THE CHILD OR YOUTH’S OPPORTUNITY TO COMMUNICATE 
WITH THE PARENTS, SIBLINGS, OR OTHER RELATIVES OUTSIDE 
OF FAMILY TIME

7.304.64 FAMILY 
TIME   
We used to call 
this section 
“Visitation and 
Supervision” 



5. THE PURPOSE OF THE FAMILY TIME

6. SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS OR RESTRICTIONS (American with 
Disability Act) 

7. THE COUNTY DEPARTMENT AND THE COURT SHALL 
CONSIDER A PARENT'S PREFERENCES WHEN DETERMINING 
SUPERVISION, LOCATION, AND TIMING OF FAMILY TIME. 

8.  THE COUNTY DEPARTMENT AND THE COURT SHALL 
CONSIDER A CHILD'S OR YOUTH'S PREFERENCES WHEN 
DETERMINING SUPERVISION, LOCATION, AND TIMING OF FAMILY 
TIME.

B.  WITHIN THIRTY DAYS OF THE CHILD/YOUTH’S REMOVAL THE 
COUNTY SHALL PROVIDE TO THE COURT FAMILY TIME 
RECOMMENDATIONS THAT ARE CONSISTENT WITH THE AGE AND 
DEVELOPMENTAL NEEDS OF A CHILD OR YOUTH AND THE CHILD'S OR 
YOUTH'S BEST INTERESTS. THIS SHALL BE DOCUMENTED IN THE 
COMPREHENSIVE CHILD WELFARE INFORMATION SYSTEM (CCWIS).

7.304.64 FAMILY 
TIME   
Continued 



THE FAMILY TIME PLAN SHALL BE REVIEWED 
AND MODIFIED  BY THE CASEWORKER ON AN 
ONGOING BASIS OVER THE LIFE OF THE CASE 
AND SHALL BE ALIGNED WITH THE FAMILIES' 
NEEDS. DOCUMENTATION OF ANY SUCH 
CHANGES IN THE FAMILY TIME SHALL BE 
DOCUMENTED IN THE CCWIS AND IN EVERY 
COURT REPORT.

7.304.64 FAMILY 
TIME   
Continued 



AND MORE BIG CHANGES!!! 



7.304.65 
Restricting or 

Suspending 
Family Time 

A. FAMILY TIME IS NOT REQUIRED WHERE IT WOULD VIOLATE AN 
EXISTING PROTECTION ORDER IN COLORADO OR ANY OTHER 
STATE.

B. IF IN-PERSON FAMILY TIME IS MADE IMPOSSIBLE DUE TO THE 
POLICIES OF A FACILITY WHERE A PARENT IS INCARCERATED OR 
IN TREATMENT OR IF A COUNTY DEPARTMENT IS CERTAIN THAT 
A PARENT WILL NOT BE PRESENT FOR A PLANNED FAMILY TIME , 
THE COUNTY DEPARTMENT IS NOT REQUIRED TO TRANSPORT A 
CHILD/YOUTH FOR A PLANNED FAMILY TIME.

C. IF RESTRICTING OR SUSPENDING ONGOING FAMILY TIME IS 
NECESSARY TO PROTECT THE CHILD’S OR YOUTH’S SAFETY OR 
MENTAL, EMOTIONAL, OR PHYSICAL HEALTH, THE CASEWORKER 
SHALL CONTACT THE COUNTY ATTORNEY TO NOTIFY THE 
COURT AND REQUEST A HEARING TO DETERMINE WHETHER 
ONGOING FAMILY TIME SHALL BE REDUCED OR SUSPENDED.  
THIS PROCEDURE IS NECESSARY WHEN ANY OF THE 
FOLLOWING ONGOING CHANGES ARE NECESSARY TO PROTECT 
THE CHILD OR YOUTH:



7.304.65 
Restricting or 

Suspending 
Family Time 
Continued; 

C. IF RESTRICTING OR SUSPENDING ONGOING FAMILY TIME IS NECESSARY TO 
PROTECT THE CHILD’S OR YOUTH’S SAFETY OR MENTAL, EMOTIONAL, OR 
PHYSICAL HEALTH, THE CASEWORKER SHALL CONTACT THE COUNTY ATTORNEY 
TO NOTIFY THE COURT AND REQUEST A HEARING TO DETERMINE WHETHER 
ONGOING FAMILY TIME SHALL BE REDUCED OR SUSPENDED.  THIS PROCEDURE IS 
NECESSARY WHEN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING ONGOING CHANGES ARE NECESSARY 
TO PROTECT THE CHILD OR YOUTH:

  1. CHANGE IN THE LEVEL OF SUPERVISION TO A MORE 
RESTRICTIVE LEVEL OF SUPERVISION;’
2. .A CHANGE FROM IN PERSON TO VIRTUAL OR OTHER FORMS OF 
CONTACT THAT ARE   NOT IN PERSON;
 3. A CHANGE IN THE LOCATION OF SUPERVISION TO A MORE 

RESTRICTIVE ENVIRONMENT;
D. IT SHALL NOT BE NECESSARY FOR THE COUNTY DEPARTMENT TO SEEK A 
COURT ORDER TO REDUCE OR SUSPEND FAMILY TIME IN THE FOLLOWING 
CIRCUMSTANCES:

1.  CIRCUMSTANTIAL TIME LIMITED CANCELLATION OF SCHEDULED FAMILY TIME;
A.  WHEN ALLOWING THE FAMILY TIME TO PROCEED AS SCHEDULED 

WOULD ENDANGER THE CHILD’S OR YOUTH’S SAFETY OR MENTAL, 
EMOTIONAL, OR PHYSICAL HEALTH AT THAT VISIT OR, 

B. UNFORESEEN CIRCUMSTANCES SUCH AS INCLEMENT WEATHER OR 
ILLNESS OR, 

C. A PARENT HAS CONSENTED TO OR REQUESTED CANCELLATION.
   



7.304.65 
Restricting or 

Suspending 
Family Time 
Continued; 

     2.  ALL PARTIES IN A DEPENDENCY AND NEGLECT ACTION HAVE CONSENTED IN 
WRITING AFTER SPEAKING WITH THEIR LEGAL REPRESENTATIVE TO AN ONGOING 
ALTERATION TO A FAMILY TIME SCHEDULE, LEVEL OF SUPERVISION, LOCATION OF 
FAMILY TIME, OR OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF FAMILY TIME.

3.  A COMMUNITY SUPERVISOR OR KIN IS NO LONGER AVAILABLE OR WILLING TO 
SUPERVISE FAMILY TIME AND ANOTHER COMMUNITY SUPERVISOR OR INFORMAL 
SUPPORT HAS NOT BEEN IDENTIFIED BUT THE DEPARTMENT OR AGREED UPON 
THIRD PARTY SUPERVISOR IS ABLE TO SUPERVISE THE CURRENT 
COURT-ORDERED FREQUENCY AND DURATION OF FAMILY TIME.

 
E. AT A HEARING WHEN THE COUNTY DEPARTMENT IS REQUESTING A REDUCTION 
OR SUSPENSION OF FAMILY TIME, THE COUNTY SHALL ENSURE THE COURT HAS 
UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION ABOUT THE STATUS OF FAMILY TIME AND MAKE 
RELEVANT INFORMATION, INCLUDING THE INFORMATION IT IS BASING THE 
DECISION TO REQUEST A REDUCTION OR SUSPENSION IN FAMILY TIME ON, 
AVAILABLE TO ALL PARTIES.



7.304.65 
Restricting or 

Suspending 
Family Time 
Continued; 

F. FAMILY TIME OR CONTACT BETWEEN A CHILD OR YOUTH AND THE CHILD’S OR YOUTH’S 
PARENT OR SIBLING SHALL NOT BE LIMITED AS A SANCTION FOR THE CHILD’S OR YOUTH’S 
BEHAVIOR OR AS AN INCENTIVE TO CHANGE THE CHILD’S OR YOUTH’S BEHAVIOR. 

G. FAMILY TIME SHALL NOT BE REDUCED OR SUSPENDED AS A SANCTION FOR THE 
PARENT’S FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH COURT ORDERS OR SERVICES IF THE CHILD’S OR 
YOUTH’S SAFETY OR MENTAL, EMOTIONAL, OR PHYSICAL HEALTH IS NOT AT RISK AS A 
RESULT OF FAMILY TIME.

H. ANY WRITTEN AGREEMENTS SHOULD BE FILED WITH THE COURT OR INCLUDED IN THE 
NEXT SUBMITTED WRITTEN COURT REPORT.

I. WHEN MAKING RECOMMENDATIONS TO SUSPEND OR RESTRICT FAMILY TIME, THE 
CASEWORKER SHOULD CONSIDER WHETHER MODIFICATIONS TO THE PARENT’S 
TREATMENT PLAN, IF ONE EXISTS, ARE NECESSARY TO ADDRESS THE ISSUES LEADING TO 
A REDUCTION IN OR SUSPENSION OF FAMILY TIME, AND SHALL MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS 
TO THE COURT IF NECESSARY.
J. THE COUNTY SHALL UPDATE IN THE 90-DAY REVIEW WHETHER THE CONTINUED 
REDUCTION IN OR SUSPENSION OF FAMILY TIME REMAINS NECESSARY TO PROTECT THE 
CHILD’S SAFETY OR HEALTH AND WHAT CONDITIONS ARE NECESSARY FOR FAMILY TIME TO 
RESUME.

K. THE  STATE, COUNTY DEPARTMENT, AND CHILD PLACEMENT AGENCIES MAY NOT SET A 
UNIVERSAL POLICY TO RESTRICT OR DENY FAMILY TIME.



Documentation in trails:
The Family Time plan can be documented anywhere in trails it could be a roc note, it could be in the 90 day 
review as long as it covers all the areas required by the rule and law:  CDHS has created a template the counties 
can use and adapt to document the family time plan                

TRAILS AND THE 
FAMILY SERVICES 
PLAN
WHAT AND WE 
HAVE TO 
DOCUMENT!!!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TV66FFMacjAq43wDz0TkvDyZV0XHC4fw/edit


Group Activity  

Let’s work together to write a Family Time Plan:



Example of Changes 

 A provider wants a parent to show up to a family time 30 minutes before to assure the children/youth 
are not brought if the parent is not there. This can not be a policy and must be a specific court order 
for that case.



.

K. 
FAMILY TIME REQUIREMENTS FOR THE PURPOSES OF PRESERVING 
AND STRENGTHENING FAMILY TIES, IN THE MOST HOME-LIKE 
ENVIRONMENT.
 THE COUNTY DEPARTMENT SHALL ENCOURAGE THE MAXIMUM 
PARENT, CHILD, AND SIBLING CONTACT POSSIBLE, INCLUDING 
REGULAR FAMILY TIME AND PARTICIPATION BY THE PARENTS IN THE 
CARE OF THE CHILD OR YOUTH, WHEN IT IS IN THE BEST INTEREST 
OF THE CHILD OR YOUTH.  AT A MINIMUM THE FAMILY TIME  PLAN 
SHALL ADDRESS  THE FOLLOWING:

1. FREQUENCY, LENGTH (DURATION), LOCATION;
2. PERSONS WHO MAY BE PRESENT;
3. IF FAMILY TIME MUST BE SUPERVISED, AND, WHO WILL 
PROVIDE THAT SUPERVISION;
4. IF INFORMAL RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE,  AND 
APPROPRIATE FOR TRANSPORTATION AND SUPERVISION. 
THESE RESOURCES  MUST NOT COMPROMISE THE CHILD’S 
OR YOUTH’S MENTAL, EMOTIONAL, PHYSICAL HEALTH, OR 
SAFETY.
5.  THE CHILD’S OR YOUTH’S ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES TO 
COMMUNICATE WITH A PARENT, SIBLING, OR OTHER 
RELATIVE; 

7.301.24 K. 
Family Service 
Plan out of home 
placement 
Documentation 



THANK YOU 
Questions? Contact  Korey 
Elger, 
Korey.elger@state.co.us 

mailto:Korey.elger@state.co.us

