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All thesis advisors and second readers (listed on the inside of
program) - these projects would not be possible without your
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Honors Council members: Dr. Cindy Sutton, Dr. Peter Schimpf, Dr.
Godwin-Charles Ogbeide, Dr. Lunden MacDonald, Dr. Dani Rado, Dr.
Maria Akrabova, Dr. Brandon R. Olsen, the Student Honors Council,
Will Hindmarch and Marissa Erickson for the design of the
symposium poster and program, the Offices of Academic and
Student Affairs, and Undergraduate Studies Director, Dr. Elizabeth
Parmelee, and to our student employees, Demitris Padgett, Marissa
Erickson, Alex Horton, Omar Sene, Kalise McCurry, and Cassie
Gibbs.

And special thanks to our thesis TA, Cassie Gibbs, the Auraria Library
and Eric Baker, the IRB and Dr. Michael Heathcote, Communication
Design and Professor Lisa Abendroth, and the Undergraduate
Research Program and Dr. Kristy Duran, Communications and Dr.
Eric James, for providing workshops for the thesis course, and to the
CAVEA and Toby Hatcher and Ned Hoewisch.

Sincerely,

Dr. Megan Hughes, Honors Program Director
Jennifer O’Dell, Honors Program Coordinator
Meredith Nation, Honors Program Specialist

Dr. Philip Bernhardt, Honors Program Associate Director &
Professor in Secondary Education

Dr. Rebecca Forgash, Honors Program Associate Director &
Professor in Anthropology

Dr. Rey Hernandez-Julian, Honors Program Associate Director &
Professor in Economics
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PANELI 11:00 - 11:50

“Illuminating the Past: The Importance of
History and its Impacts on the Present

James Vargas - “Divided We Fall or United We
Rise: Presidents, Demagoguery, and the
Constitution”

Advisor: Dr. Jeremiah Castle

Joy Saliu - “Beyond the Western Gaze: Western
vs Nonwestern Approaches Toward History”
Advisor: Dr. Annie Butler

LUNCH /12:00 -1:30
in Tivoli 440/540

PANELII 1:45 - 2350

Creative Thinking for the 21st Century Within
Art, User Experience, and Product Design

Max Kwan - “Designing for Anxiety: Modern Culture
and Emotional Product Design”
Advisors: Jamie Johnson and
Kristina Funck

Rohit Pandit - “How Design Thinking Can be Employed
to Create User Friendly Digital Products”
Advisor: Joshua Hoffeld

Alexis Vasquez - "Ink and Insight: How to Navigate as
an Art Major”
Advisor: Teejay Hwang

PANELIII 3:00 - 3350

Exploration of the Sciences: Genomes, Art,
and Archaeology

Mikayla Sauers - “Art in Archaeology: The
Recontextualizing of Roman Art”
Advisor: Dr. Jade Luiz

Brianna Winkler - "Isolation, Sequencing, and

Modification of the Acropora millepora Coral GFP

Gene: Encouraging Recovery from Bleaching Events"
Advisor: Dr. Maria V. Cattell

PANELI1V  4:00 - 4:50

Narratives, Myths, Truths and Lies; How we
create stories and how stories create us

Nerea Gourlaouen Alonso - “Indigenous Language
Theft: The Foundation of our Current Perception of
Language in the United States of America”
Advisors: Dr. Maria Rey-Lépez and
Dr. Richard Sandoval

Kat Taylor - “Strange, Paralyzed Fruit: Subverting
Stereotype through Self Ownership”
Advisors: Dr. Chereka Dickerson and
Dr. Alex Boodrookas



