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INTRODUCTION

• Alysha Rowzee, B.A. (She/They)

• Assistant Director of Admissions Visits & Events

• MSU Denver Alum

• 3-time Transfer Student

• Former Lead Transfer Peer Mentor, 

     Transfer Student Success Specialist

• Presenter at 2021 National Institute for the Study of 
Transfer Students annual conference
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CASE STUDIES

First Snow 2019

National Transfer Student Week 2019: Study Abroad Fair 

Peer Mentoring After Dark: 2019

Transfer Taco Tuesday 2020

Admitted Transfer Student Event 2023
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FIRST SNOW (2019)- 
98 ATTENDEES

Successes

- Communication close to event

- Free food

- Come & Go Style

Challenges

- Low-impact interactions

- Quick turnaround for planning
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NTSW STUDY ABROAD FAIR (2019)-
34 ATTENDEES

Successes

- Meaningful 1:1 connection between students and staff

- Great collaboration with another department

Challenges

- Few students engaged with content
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PEER MENTORING AFTER DARK (FALL 2019)- 
24 ATTENDEES (TOTAL FOR SEMESTER)

Successes

- High-impact interactions

- Recurring attendees

Challenges

- Low attendance

- Lack of marketing

So… You Want to Plan a Transfer Student Event 7



TACO TUESDAY (2020)-
30 ATTENDEES

Successes

- Well-coordinated

- Well-Tracked

Challenges

- High Budget for attendance
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ADMITTED TRANSFER EVENT (2023)- 
77 ATTENDEES

Successes

- High-impact interactions

- Full communication plan 

Challenges

- Low engagement with “fun” activity
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FEEDBACK FROM TRANSFER STUDENTS

“The fun atmosphere.  
Gett ing to know MSU 

and how I can get 
help on campus.”

W h a t  d i d  y o u  e n j o y  
a b o u t  t h i s  e v e n t ?  –
A d m i t t e d  T r a n s f e r  

S t u d e n t  E v e n t  2 0 2 3

“Made t ransferr ing 
less  scary and more 

understandable”

W h y  w a s  y o u r  
i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  

f a c u l t y / s t a f f  h e l p f u l ? -  
O p e n  H o u s e  2 0 2 3
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HOW TO PLAN A 
TRANSFER EVENT



STEPS

IDENTIFY 
OUTCOMES

What your students 
will gain by the 
end of your event 
(knowledge, 
community, food, 
etc.)

GATHER DATA

Use any existing 
knowledge of your 
population and 
their needs (past 
event attendance, 
deadlines, etc.)

TAKE STOCK

Figure out what 
you have at your 
disposal (available 
dates, staff 
capabilities, 
budget, willing 
collaborators, etc.)

COMMUNICATE

Create a 
communication 
plan (invites, 
registration form, 
reminders, follow-
up, internal 
comms, etc.)

COLLECT 
FEEDBACK

Send surveys to 
event attendees 
and staff to get 
helpful information 
that can be used 
moving forward.
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TIPS 

- Document, Document, Document!

- Stay Organized!

- Marketing Can Make or Break You!

- Free Food is Your Friend!

- Ask For Help!
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THANK YOU
Alysha Rowzee

arowzee1@msudenver.edu

303-605-7804
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