
Christmas: Origins & History- Celebrations Worldwide 

Christmas is a holiday that is celebrated by millions of people around the world every year. The 
origins of Christmas can be traced back to ancient times, when people would celebrate the winter 
solstice as a time of renewal and rebirth. In fact, many of the traditions that we associate with 
Christmas today, such as the decorating of trees and the giving of gifts, have their roots in these 
ancient celebrations. 

Over time, the celebration of Christmas became more closely associated with the birth of Jesus 
Christ. According to the Christian faith, Jesus was born on December 25th in Bethlehem. This 
event is commemorated by Christians around the world on Christmas Day. 

Today, Christmas is celebrated in many ways. Some people attend church services and 
participate in religious ceremonies, while others exchange gifts with loved ones and enjoy festive 
meals. Regardless of how it is celebrated, Christmas remains a time of joy, peace, and goodwill 
to all. 

- Although the traditions and customs may vary from place-to-place, Christmas is a 
holiday celebrated by many countries around the world. For example, in the Philippines, 
they celebrate the longest Christmas season in the world, starting as early as September 
and going until January.  

- In Mexico, they have a tradition called Las Posadas, where people go from house-to-
house reenacting Mary and Joseph's search for a place to stay. In Sweden, they have St. 
Lucia's Day on December 13th, where a girl is chosen to wear a crown of candles and 
lead a procession.  

- In Ethiopia, Christmas is celebrated on January 7th and is known as Ganna. They wear 
traditional clothes called habesha kemis, and eat a special bread called dabo. 

- Holidays similar to Christmas, like Hanukkah and Kwanzaa, are also celebrated around 
the world. Hanukkah is a Jewish holiday that lasts for eight days and celebrates the 
miracle of the oil. Kwanzaa is an African American holiday that takes place from 
December 26th to January 1st and celebrates African culture and community. 

Overall, there are many beautiful and unique ways that different countries and cultures celebrate 
Christmas and similar holidays, and it's always interesting to learn about them. 


