
Is the project being conducted 
at MSU Denver or another 

educational agency or 
institution that receives 

funding from the Department 
of Education?

Does the project involve 
educational records (e.g., 
major, class assignments, 

online discussions, grades, 
videos of students, degree 

awarded)?

FERPA does not apply. 
Still submit human 

subject research 
projects to the IRB.

Does the project involve the 
use identifiable educational 

records (e.g., grades in Canvas, 
class assignments, GPA)? 

Does the project involve 
using only Directory 

Information*?

Yes

Yes
Yes

No

No

No

FERPA does not require 
consent/parental 

permission. Request 
directory information from 
the Registrar. Still submit 
human subject research 

projects to the IRB.

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) and Using Educational Data at 
MSU Denver 

Does the researcher wish to 
get educational records that 

are stripped of any identifying 
information from the Registrar?

FERPA requires 
consent/parental 

permission. Submit 
human research project 

to the IRB.

Yes

Yes

Submit the project to the IRB. 
IRB will review and, if 
warranted, approve.

No

No

*Directory information is part of a student’s 
educational record; however, school officials are 
permitted to share this information with credible third 
parties. When requesting for lists of students, the lists 
are limited to directory information only. MSU Denver 
considers the following as directory information:
•Dates of attendance at the University
•Date of birth
•Degrees and awards received
•Enrollment status
•Last educational institution attended
•Major and minor fields of study
•Participation in officially recognized activities and 
sports
•Physical and email addresses
•Student classification
•Student name
•Telephone number
•Weight and height of members of athletic teams

All other personal information is considered private 
and cannot be disclosed to third parties unless we 
have prior written consent from the student.


