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Gabriella Cecchini — “Evaluating Spacecraft Shielding 

Materials for Lowering Radiation Dose Equivalent in 

Manned Missions To Mars”

 Advisor: Dr. Kamran Sahami

Mindy Tabakin — “Ketamine: A New Frontier in Treating 

Refractory Depression”

 Advisor: Dr. Randi Smith

Chance Rich — “Weak Men Breed Weak Virtues”

 Advisor: Dr. Adams Graves

Megan Hickins — “Legal Protections for Stateless Nations 

and Refugees”

 Advisor: Dr. Andrew Thangasamy

Jacob Capps — “Gun Control: An Alternative Approach”

 Advisor: Andre Adeli

Katherine Maureen Pottinger  — “The Role of Tattoos in 

the Formation and Protection of Athlete Identity within 

the Context of Social Identity Theory”

 Advisor: Dr. Troy Morgan

 Riley O’Rourke — “STEM Identity in the Classroom”

 Advisor: Dr. Hsiu-Ping Liu

PANEL I | 8:30 A.M.-9:30 A.M.
New Frontiers in Space and Medicine

PANEL II | 9:40 A.M.-11:00 A.M.
Perspectives on Legal Bounds 

PANEL III | 11:10 A.M.-12:10 P.M.
Cultivating Disciplinary Identity

Lunch and Celebration | 12:30 P.M.-1:30 P.M.
 in Tivoli 440-45

The Honors Program Director, Program Coordinator, Interim 
Program Coordinator, and Associate Directors would like to 
express our thanks to:

All thesis advisors and second readers (listed on the inside of program) 

— these projects would not be possible without your guidance and 

expertise!

Honors Council members: Dr. Cindy Sutton, Dr. Rey Hernandez-Julian, 

Dr. Amanda Schaeff er Fry, Dr. Maria Akrabova, Dr. Jessica Weiss, and Dr. 

Meredith Flynn, the Student Honors Council, Juno Heo for the design of 

the symposium poster and program, the Off ice of Academic and Student 

Aff airs, and Undergraduate Studies Director, Dr. Elizabeth Parmelee, the 

Honors Program Advisory Board, and to our student employees, Juno 

Heo, Chance Rich, and Demitris Padgett.

And special thanks to the Auraria Library and Eric Baker, the IRB and Dr. 

Michael Heathcote, and the Undergraduate Research Program and Dr. 

Kristy Duran, for providing workshops for the thesis course.

Sincerely,

Dr. Megan Hughes, Honors Program Director

Jennifer O’Dell, Honors Program Coordinator

Meredith Nation, Interim Honors Program Coordinator

Dr. Jennifer Bolton, Honors Program Associate Director & Professor in 

Nutrition

Dr. Philip Bernhardt, Honors Program Associate Director & Professor in 

Secondary Education

Dr. Rebecca Forgash, Honors Program Associate Director & Professor 

in Anthropology

Contact Us
MSU Denver Honors Program | 1033 9th Street Park

Campus Box 64, P.O. Box 173362, Denver, CO 80217-3362

303-615-1158 (off ice) | msudenver.edu/honors-program


