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HONORS 
THESIS 
SYMPOSIUM
Metropolitan State University of Denver

The Honors Program Director, Program  
Coordinator and Associate Directors  
would like to express our thanks to:
All thesis advisors and second readers (listed on the inside of program) – these 

projects would not be possible without your guidance and expertise!

Honors Council members:  Dr. Cindy Sutton, Dr. Rey Hernández-Julián,  

Dr. Vida Melvin, Dr. Amanda Schaeffer Fry, Dr. Sarah Schliemann, Dr. Joshua Martin, 

Dr. Meredith Flynn, Dr. Bill Herman, the Student Honors Council, Serendipity 

Catering, CAVEA and Sarah Harman, Luan Tran, Petra Schumann, and Ned 

Hoewisch, Alumni Relations and Giving and Allyssa Joseph, AHEC Integrated 

Marketing and Communications for the design of the symposium poster and 

program, the Office of Academic and Student Affairs and Provost Vicki Golich, 

and Undergraduate Studies Director, Dr. Elizabeth Parmelee, and to our student 

employees, Christopher Erickson, Andrew Peña, Shayla Bischoff, Colton Lee. 

And special thanks to the Writing Center, Auraria Library and to Eric Baker, the 

IRB and to Dr. Michael Heathcote, the Undergraduate Research Program, and 

Shawn Meek for providing workshops for the thesis course.  

Sincerely,
Dr. Megan Hughes-Zarzo, Honors Program Director

Jennifer O’Dell, Honors Program Coordinator

Dr. Jennifer Bolton, Honors Program Associate Director  
	 & Professor in Nutrition

Dr. Philip Bernhardt, Honors Program Associate Director  
	 & Associate Professor in Secondary Education 

Dr. Rebecca Forgash, Honors Program Associate Director  
	 & Professor in Anthropology

Dr. Sam Jay, Honors Program Associate Director &  
	 Associate Professor in Communication Studies

Contact us at:

MSU Denver Honors Program
1033 9th Street Park | Campus Box 64, P.O. Box 173362, Denver, CO 80217-3362

303-615-1158 (office) | http://www.msudenver.edu/honors



	 PANEL I	 |	 9–10:30 a.m.

		 Cultivating a Better  
	 Understanding of Natural Processes

	 Abby Vondras  

	 “Reactivation of Fermentation as a Result of Dry Hopping”

			  Primary Advisor: Dr. Michael Jacobs

	 Kaylea Butler  

	 “The Value of Teaching Lifestyle Medicine  
	 to Undergraduate Students”

		  Primary Advisor: Dr. Erin Seedorf

	 Janessa Fischer  

	 “Green Means Go”

			  Primary Advisor: Dr. Sarah Schliemann

Student  
Honors Council

	 PANEL II	 |	 10:45–11:45 a.m.

	 Interdisciplinary Faculty Panel

	 Dr. Erin Seedorf 

		  “Developments in Health Navigation”

	 Dr. Michal Jacobs  

		  “Meat and Poultry Science”

	 Dr. Sarah Schliemann  

		  “Soil, Carbon, and Climate Change”

	LUNCHEON	 |	 12–1 P.M. (Remarks at 12:30)

		 Tivoli 440-540
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