
RAG Mag
Research Administration Group Magazine

April 2022Volume 1, Number 1

We are pleased to introduce the inaugaural issue of the 
Research Administration Group Magazine, RAGMag. The 
MSU Denver Research Administration Group is a collabo-
ration between the Office of Sponsored Research and Pro-
grams (OSRP) and the Sponsored Programs Accounting 
and Compliance (SPAC) Office. 

In this, and future bi-monthly issues, we will highlight stories 
about grants and contracts activities at MSU Denver, with 
funding opportunies and policy announcements of interest 
to MSU Denver faculty and staff. If you have suggestions 
about stories or announcements you would like to see in the 
RAGMag, then please contact the editor at:
thawki14@msudenver.edu
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System-to-system submission for 100% of 
Grants.gov opportunities posted by the National 
Science Foundation (NSF), the Health Resources 
and Services Adminstration (HRSA), the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH), the National Endow-
ment for the Arts (NEA), the National Endowment 
for the Humanities (NEH), the U.S. Department 
of Commerce (DoC), the National Institute of 
Food and Agriculture (NIFA) the Department of 
Defense (DoD), and other U.S. federal agencies.

OSRP Adopts Cayuse Proposals Software
MSU Denver faculty and staff face growing pres-
sure to increase grant funding, but manual proposal 
preparation is time-consuming. Lack of visibility into 
proposal status, routing, and required documents 
can cause longer turnaround time and fewer sub-
missions. In a rush to meet deadlines, proposals 
can be incomplete, inaccurate, or non-compliant.
Now you can save time, ensure U.S. federal proposals are 
error-free, and meet deadlines with Cayuse Proposals.

Attend the National Science Foundation 
Virtual Grants Conference!

Powerful Features
•	 Ensure proposal accuracy with 1,500+ real-time 

error validations.
•	 Submit more proposals faster with pre-populated 

and auto-fill capabilities and the Copy/Transform 
feature.

•	 Create proposal budgets easily and accurately 
with system integration.

•	 Simplify collaborative proposals and ensure data 
integrity with subaward import functionality.

Full Support for U.S. Federal Grants

Registration Opens in May
June 6, 2022, 2:00 PM to June 10, 2022, 4:00 PM

Just like the in-person grants conferences, the 
NSF Virtual Grants Conference is a must, especial-
ly for new faculty, researchers and administrators.

Highlights include:

•	 New programs and initiatives.
•	 NSF Directorate sessions.  
•	 Future directions and strategies for national 

science policy.
•	 Proposal preparation and the merit review pro-

cess.

The conference is designed to give new faculty, re-
searchers, and administrators key insights into a 
wide range of current issues at NSF. NSF program 
officers will provide up-to-date information about 
specific funding opportunities and answer attendee 
questions. Registration is free of charge and opens 
on Wednesday, May 11th at 12 p.m. EST. Sign up 
here to be notified of conference registration details.
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https://nsfpolicyoutreach.com/get-notified-2-2-2/


Did You Know?
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Success Stories!

The Office of Sponsored Research and Programs is pleased 
to release the 2020-2021 OSRP Annual Report. See the re-
port to learn about 23 new MSU Denver grants and contracts, 
and read the success stories from the Principal Investigators, 
and Co-PIs, who made these new projects possible.
Download the 2021 OSRP Annual Report

The National Science Foundation 
has established a new Director-
ate for Technology, Innovation and 
Partnerships. This new directorate 
is NSF’s first in more than 30 years, 
and is committed to advancing re-
search and education across all 
fields of science and engineering. 
Learn more about it here.

OSRP offers multiple resources for 
grant funds prospecting. These in-
clude the Pivot database, featuring 
25,000 records representing over 
400,000 opportunities worth over 
$33 billion, and the AASCU Grants 
Search which includes 2,000 pri-
vate and federal funding opportuni-
ties screened for recurrence and for 
higher education eligibility, as well 
as a library of successfully funded 
proposals. For more information 
visit the OSRP website.

OSRP Proposal Development 
Specialists will also conduct tar-
geted funding searches for you. To 
request this assistance from OSRP 
staff please complete the online 
Research Request Form.

All federal grant funding agencies 
have discontinued the use of the 
Dun and Bradstreed Data Univer-
sal Numbering System (DUNS).
MSU Denver is now registered with 
a Systems for Awards Manage-
ment (SAMS) Unique Entity Identi-
fier (UEI) for use in all federal grant 
applications. Please contact OSRP 
if you have questions:
OSRP@msudenver.edu

New Grants and Contracts Funding
Fiscal Year 2020-2021

https://www.msudenver.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2021_OSRP_Annual_Report.pdf
https://beta.nsf.gov/tip/latest
https://www.msudenver.edu/sponsored-research-programs/locate-funding-opportunities/funding-databases/
https://fs20.formsite.com/4KTXNp/rhuwzyxozq/index.html
mailto:OSRP%40msudenver.edu?subject=


Deadlines
Upcoming HSI Grants
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Meet Our Newest Team Members

local grassroots nonprofits focused on social justice and equi-
ty.  Understanding systems of inequity through an intersectional 
lens, Angela brings a commitment to equity in education, civics, 
climate, and social justice, which disproportionately impact peo-
ple of color and the working class. She is a strong supporter of 
the arts, specifically the performing arts and the beauty of ex-
pression.  

Angela’s portfolio includes the College of Letters, Arts, and Sci-
ence (CLAS) and the School of Education (SOE). We are very 
excited to have Angela joining our team.

Edward Akumaning, Assistant Director, SPAC

Angela Alfaro is our newest member 
of the proposal development team. 
She is an MSU Denver graduate who 
majored in English Literature and mi-
nored in Philosophy. Go Roadrunners! 
Yay for Humanities!

Angela has eleven years of proposal 
development experience working with 

Angela Alfaro, Proposal Development Specialist, OSRP

Edward is the new Assistant Director 
for Sponsored Projects Accounting 
and Compliance (SPAC), overseeing 
the university’s portfolio of sponsored 
projects and ensuring compliance.

He has over 20 years of global ex-
perience in corporate and non-profit 

National Endowment for the Hu-
manities (NEH) Initiatives at His-
panic-Serving Institutions (HSI).
Deadline: May 9, 2022.
Maximum Award: Up to $150,000

National Science Foundation 
(NSF) Racial Equity in STEM Edu-
cation (EHR Racial Equity).
Deadline: October 11, 2022
Award Range Not Available
Prospective PIs are encouraged to 
send a one-page concept paper in 
advance of proposal submission.

U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture (NIFA) Hispan-
ic Serving Institutions Education 
Grants Program (HSI).
Deadline: January, 2023.
Range: $50,000-$1 Million

National Science Foundation 
(NSF) Computer and Information 
Science and Engineering Minority 
Serving Institutions Research Ex-
pansion Program (CISE_MSI).
Deadline: February 10, 2023.
Range: $400,000-$1.2 million

For a complete Hispanic-Serv-
ing Institutions (HSI) and Minority 
Serving Institutions (MSI) grants 
calendar, please see the OSRP 
HSI and MSI Grants web page.

industries in the areas of Accounting, Financial Management, 
General Management, Grant Management, Accounting Software 
Implementation, Training, and Development. His work has taken 
him around the globe, including the United States of America, 
France, Netherlands, Spain, Thailand, Dubai, Egypt, Cameroun, 
Niger, Burkina Faso, and Côte d’Ivoire.

Edward finds it rewarding to interact and collaborate in multi-cul-
tural settings with a strong commitment to diversity, equity, and 
inclusion. His philosophy has been to serve and mentor others, 
share knowledge, contribute to the community, expand his ex-
pertise, and treat all individuals equally with the required respect 
and compassion.

https://www.msudenver.edu/sponsored-research-programs/locate-funding-opportunities/hsi-and-msi-grants/
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Sponsored Programs Accounting & Compliance

Office of Sponsored Research & Programs
Elizabeth “Betsy” Jinks, Director
303-605-7114, ejinks@msudenver.edu

Kristin Schneider Baldwin, MA, CRA, CPRA , Assistant Director
303-908-8436 (mobile), kschne18@msudenver.edu

Charli-Pringle North, MPH, Asst. Director, Awards Management and Compliance
303-605-7131, cpringl1@msudenver.edu

Faith Fitzgerald, Post Awards Manager
303-605-5389, ffitzge1@msudenver.edu

Tim Hawkins, Proposal Development Specialist
719-303-6888 (mobile), thawki14@msudenver.edu

Angela Alfaro, Proposal Development Specialist
720-224-6632 (mobile), aalfaro7@msudenver.edu

Michael Heathcote, Human Subjects Protections Plan Manager
303-605-5282, mheathco@msudenver.edu

For general requests or inquiries please email: OSRP@msudenver.edu

Edward Akumaning, MBA, Assistant Director 
303-605-7806, eakumani@msudenver.edu

Hanh Tran, Restricted Fund Accountant
303-605-5247, tranhanh@msudenver.edu

Crystal Bynum, Grant Specialist Temp
303-615-0039, cbynum@msudenver.edu

Tsion Assefa,  Grant Specialist Temp
303-615-0039, tassefa@msudenver.edu

For general requests or inquiries please email: grants@msudenver.edu
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