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Admissions Planning



Admissions Dates & Deadlines
• The MSW Advanced Standing Program is summer-start only

and has one admissions cycle annually

• The MSW Regular Program is fall-start only and has one 
admissions cycle annually

• Applicants should plan on applying the fall and winter before the 
semester they wish to start



Admissions Dates & Deadlines
• The 2022 MSW Admissions Cycle opened on September 7, 

2021

• Final Application Deadline: Monday, January 17, 2022 at 
11:59 PM (Mountain Time)

• Application Processing takes 10-12 weeks after the deadline

• Applicants are notified of decisions via email



Priority Admission
• Priority Consideration Deadline: Monday, November 1, 2021 

at 11:59 PM (Mountain Time)

• Applications will be reviewed during the fall and winter by the 
MSW Admissions Committee

• Those ranked in the top of the applicant pool will be granted 
early admission

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Early admission = head start on preparing to start the program, securing a field placement, and registering for classesThose not in the top of the pool have their application rolled forward, will receive admissions decision in spring 2021 10-12 weeks after the final application deadlineApply for whichever deadline makes the most sense for you – it does not help or hurt your chances to apply at either priority or the final deadline. We use the exact same review process for each round of reviews and do not have a quota on the number of students we accept. TBH, priority is also just a big help for the committee since it breaks the number of apps they have to review into two bunches.



Admissions Eligibility
Regular Program
• Have a cumulative undergraduate GPA of 3.0 

or higher*
• Completion of a bachelor’s degree from a 

regionally accredited college or university prior 
to the start of the fall 2022 term

• Undergraduate course prerequisite completion 
(prior to the start of MSW Program courses)

• Submission of all required application 
materials

Advanced Standing Program
• Hold a degree completed within 6 years from 

the intended MSW Program start semester 
that is:

From a baccaulaureate social work program accredited by CSWE
Recognized through CSWE’s International Social Work Degree 
Recognition & Evaluation Service
From a program that is covered under a memorandum of 
understanding with international social work accreditors

• Have a cumulative undergraduate GPA of 3.0 
or higher*

• Submission of all required application 
materials

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Applicants with a GPA below 3.0 may still apply for admissions. If accepted, additional requirements will be part of the admission decision.
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Acceptance Information
Regular Program
Over the past five application cycles, the 
MSW Regular Program has an
average acceptance rate of 75%

Advanced Standing Program
Over the past five application cycles, the 
MSW Advanced Standing Program has an
average acceptance rate of 73%

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Blue line = number of applications receivedOrange line = number of applicants who were offered admission



93.1%

6.7% 0.3%

Cumulative GPA of Accepted 
Advanced Standing Students
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Over the past five application cycles,
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Advanced Standing Program
Over the past five application cycles,
on average:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
While the MSW Program looks for a cumulative undergraduate GPA of 3.0 or higher, having a GPA below 3.0 does not disqualify applicants.



Application Overview and 
Walkthrough



Application Overview
• Step One: Create an account & complete the MSU Denver Graduate Application online

Fill out all required information
Enter professional & volunteer history
Enter 3 references for letters of recommendation
Pay the $50 graduate application fee

• Step Two: Submit Transcripts
From all colleges and universities attended
Unofficial transcripts can be used for the application process

• Step Three: Upload Application Materials on the Application Status Page
Admissions Essay (all applicants)
Case Study (Advanced Standing applicants ONLY)
Check recommendation status

• Undergraduate Prerequisite Review (Regular Program ONLY)



Application Overview

Visit msudenver.edu/msw/apply and click on the center box



Application Overview



Step One: Submit Graduate App
• To submit the app, you must:

o Fill out all required information
o Enter professional and volunteer history in the Professional History 

Form
o Enter 3 references for your Letters of Recommendation
o Pay the $50 application fee

Presenter
Presentation Notes
October 13 – Colorado Free Application Day!



Step One: Submit Graduate App

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When you click the MSU Denver Graduate Application link on our website, you will be taken to this page. Click on “Create an account” if it’s your first time visiting this page or “Log In” if you have previously set-up an account.



Step One: Submit Graduate App
Mixed Traditional
Course Delivery Option

Fully Online
Course Delivery Option

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After creating an account, you will be able to start your MSU Denver Graduate Application. First, you will fill out your personal background (name, including any former names – important!, address, contact information, demographics, and emergency contact). Then, you will start filling out basic information about the program you are applying to (academic information, MSU Denver plans, first-generation, military background)Course Delivery – this is where you select your course delivery plans! Think carefully before submitting. While you will have a chance to request a change in course delivery when filling out the enrollment confirmation form if accepted, we cannot guarantee that the change will be approved (especially if you are requesting to switch from mixed traditional to fully online)



Step One: Submit Graduate App

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After submitting the basic program information, you will them submit some MSW Program specific application information including your enrollment status (full-time or part-time)



Step One: Submit Graduate App

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Your next step will be to enter your recommenders. You can always save this application and come back to it at a later time, but you will not be able to submit your application until you enter at least three recommenders into the system.You will enter your recommender’s name, where they work and their title, their relationship to you, and contact information. You can include a personal message to the recommender if you want. As soon as you click “Send to Recommender”, they will automatically be sent the recommendation request to the email you entered with a unique link to complete their recommendation. Recommenders have to both fill out an evaluation form and upload a written narrative as a Word or PDF document for their recommendation to be considered complete.



Step One: Submit Graduate App
• Letters of Recommendation
• All recommendations will be submitted via the online system
• Do not collect any physical letters
• Recommenders should be:

o Able to speak to your academic and/or professional abilities
o Able to comment on your potential to succeed in grad school and/or in 

the field of social work

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Recommenders should be professional and not be family, friends, and/or personal therapists. Professional recommenders include faculty and employment/volunteer supervisors. Professional colleagues may serve as adequate recommenders if need be, but use caution that the Admissions Committee highly values faculty and supervisor letters.Advanced Standing ONLY – at least one letter must come from someone associated with your undergraduate social work degree (faculty advisor, field director, field instructor, field liaison, program director, etc.)Each letter of recommendation will be individually evaluated by the Admissions Committee. The committee can only evaluate three recommendations per applicant. Therefore, if you enter more than three recommenders into the system, it is your responsibility to exclude the recommendations you do not want reviewed by the committee prior to the deadline. If you have not excluded any recommendations from review, then our office will take the first three letters submitted for review. In order for your application to be considered complete and eligible for review, you must have three completed recommendations by the application deadline.



Step One: Submit Graduate App

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For each position you want to add, click “Add New”If you don’t have any professional or volunteer/internship experience to add, you will need to check the box in that sectionIf the position is current, put January 2022 as the end date



Step One: Submit Graduate App

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When entering your academic history, please note that if you attended MSU Denver you *do not need to add MSU Denver* to your list of institutions!You will eventually be required to submit an official transcript for every school you enter on this page if accepted. Unofficial transcripts can be uploaded to assist with the application review process, but official transcripts *will* be required prior to starting classes if accepted.You *must* list every institution attended even if you later transferred that coursework elsewhere. If you did a study abroad experience during your undergraduate, you do *not* need to enter that as a separate institutionPlease do *not* list your high school



Step One: Submit Graduate App

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Continue through the application, entering information about your academic history and residency, as well as why you are interested in attending MSU Denver. You will then need to certify your application and type in an electronic signature. You will then be taken to a review page to make sure that you completed everything in the application. If so, you will then be taken to the payment page.If the application fee is a financial hardship, STOP when you get to this page (Review). As previously mentioned, October 13 is Colorado Free Application Day and all Colorado Residents can submit their application for free. Your recommender will still be able to start submitting their materials prior to you submitting your application and you can start work on drafting your written materials.If you are not a Colorado resident, please submit the Application Fee Waiver Request form on our website and indicate in your response that you are not a CO resident.



Step Two: Submit Official Transcripts

• Must submit from all colleges and universities attended
• Unofficial transcripts can be uploaded either prior to submission (on 

the Academic History page) or after submission (via the Application 
Status/Checklist page)

• See our website for detailed instructions and information on what to 
do if you:
o Attended a college or university outside of the United States (not as part of a 

study abroad program)
o Obtained an undergraduate degree from MSU Denver
o Previously submitted official transcripts to our office or MSU Denver

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This includes community colleges, even if you transferred the credit somewhere else



Step Three: Submit Materials on the 
Application Status Page
Regular Program Advanced Standing Program

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Admissions Essay – prompts will be found on our website. Helps the committee to evaluate your capacity and readiness for graduate education and advanced social work practice. It is 6 pages maximum (not including title and/or references), APA style, and should be uploaded as either a Word or Adobe PDF file.Case Study – for Advanced Standing applicants only, reflects your ability to think critically and indicates your level of knowledge about social work. It is 4 pages maximum (not including title and/or references), APA style, and should be uploaded as either a Word or Adobe PDF file.Petition for Advanced Standing – if your BSW degree has been earned since December 2015, this is not required and should not appear on your checklist. If it was earned from December 2011 to November 2015, you *must* submit the petition for Advanced standing in order for your application to be considered complete. If your degree is older than 6 years old but less than 10 (as of the start of MSW Program classes in June 2022), you have to petition the committee to review your eligibility for Advanced Standing by documenting the extent and level of current professional activity and development in the field of social work. Will be waived from the list of required materials for applicants who it is not required for (done once per week, manually)Check recommendation statuses, send reminders, edit recommenders, exclude recommenders – click the Recommendations Page link below the checklistIf you upload unofficial transcripts, an “Official College Transcript(s)” item may be added to your checklist. This does not need to be marked as complete for your application to be considered complete and eligible for review.



Step Three: Submit Materials on the 
Application Status Page

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is an example of a checklist prior to processing (no UG degree checklist item) from someone who only attended MSU Denver (no other transcripts on the checklist). If there were transcripts, those would also be listed on the list.Admissions Essay – prompts will be found on our website. Helps the committee to evaluate your capacity and readiness for graduate education and advanced social work practice. It is 6 pages maximum (not including title and/or references), APA style, and should be uploaded as either a Word or Adobe PDF file.Case Study – for Advanced Standing applicants only, reflects your ability to think critically and indicates your level of knowledge about social work. It is 4 pages maximum (not including title and/or references), APA style, and should be uploaded as either a Word or Adobe PDF file.Petition for Advanced Standing – if your BSW degree has been earned since December 2015, this is not required and should not appear on your checklist. If it was earned from December 2011 to November 2015, you *must* submit the petition for Advanced standing in order for your application to be considered complete. If your degree is older than 6 years old but less than 10 (as of the start of MSW Program classes in June 2022), you have to petition the committee to review your eligibility for Advanced Standing by documenting the extent and level of current professional activity and development in the field of social work. Will be waived from the list of required materials for applicants who it is not required for (done once per week, manually)Check recommendation statuses, send reminders, edit recommenders, exclude recommenders – click the Recommendations Page link below the checklistIf you upload unofficial transcripts, an “Official College Transcript(s)” item may be added to your checklist. This does not need to be marked as complete for your application to be considered complete and eligible for review.



Undergraduate Prerequisite Review (RP 
Only)
• After you submit or upload transcripts, email us to request a 

prerequisite review (can also be request earlier with submission 
of unofficial transcripts via email – see website for instructions)

• MSW Regular Program Prerequisite Requirements:
o 3 credits of course work in social and behavioral science centrally 

organized around contemporary multicultural or diversity issues
o 3 credits of course work in social and behavioral science centrally 

organized around American Government
o 3 credits of course work in human/general biology OR

6 credits of course work in natural and physical science
o 3 credits of course work in basic statistics

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We perform prerequisite reviews for all transcripts we receive (where the degree is not social work), but by emailing us it will be easier and faster for us to send you your review when complete. Due to the volume of transcripts we receive, it may take up to 4-6 weeks from when your transcripts arrive for us to get them processed and reviewedPrerequisites must be completed with a grade of C- or better prior to the start of the fall 2022 semesterPrereqs do not need to be complete prior to applying or being accepted, prerequisite status does not have an impact on our holistic admission review process, over 80% of accepted students are typically missing one or more prerequisite (usually gov or stats)



Tips & Tricks for Applying

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Give it the time it deserves, revise your written materials, give your recommenders at least 3 weeks prior to the deadline to submit their recommendation, let your recommender know what the deadline is (October 30th for priority, January 15th for final deadline)



Questions?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you have questions that we don’t get answered or think of an application related question throughout the rest of the morning, please drop it in the chat or the “Unanswered Questions” form. If it is a question specific to your situation, please submit via the form, include your name and email, and we will reply to you privately. If it is a general question, we will be sending answers to all unanswered questions to all attendees. 
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