
 

This is a brief tutorial with screenshots of the Colorado Application for State 
Financial Aid, which you can complete at: 
https://highered.colorado.gov/colorado-application-for-state-financial-aid.  

 

1. Create an account 

 

 

2. When you create your account, confirm that you cannot complete the FAFSA 
& add you info on the following screen; if you do not have a SSN or ITIN, then 
leave that field blank. 
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3. Once you have an account, you can start the application. (Click the blue circle 
on the right.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

4. In the “Student Demographics screen”, begin to enter information.  

 

 



5. Again, enter your SSN or ITIN if you have it; if not, leave the field blank.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6. On this screen, additional information about the student is needed. (Note: 
“Residency” refers to “living in the state”, not immigration status.) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7. On this screen, provide information about drug convictions or Selective 
Service registration. (To sign up for Selective Service, visit 
https://www.sss.gov/register/ or – especially with an SSN – visit any Post Office 
for a paper form.)  
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8. Provide information about your high school diploma, and verify whether you 
meet the high school  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9. Add information about your educational plans. This will help the Office of 
Financial Aid determine for which aid you are eligible.  

 

 

 



10. In this screen, the portal will determine whether you are a dependent or 
independent student.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

11. If you are determined to be dependent, then you will be asked to provide 
parent information. If you choose “I will not be able to provide parent 
information”, the MSU’s Financial Aid Office will most likely follow up with you 
and potentially ask for additional information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12. This screen provides information about household size; it only shows up if 
you are an independent student. (As a dependent student, that information is 
collected on the “Parent Information” screen”.) Follow closely the description 
provided for who is and is not part of your household! Make sure to include 
yourself in both numbers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

13. Now we move on to information about your parents, but only if you are 
classified as a dependent student. (Under “Parents Marital Status Date”, you 
would choose the date they they were married, divorced, widowed, etc. – 
depending on how you answered the previous question)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

14. The following Parent Information screen asks about name and other 
information for your parents. (Use all 0’s for SSN/ITIN field) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

15. On this screen, you will provide information about your parents’ taxes.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

16. Here you will provide information about your 2019 tax return. (If you do not 
have a Schedule in your tax return, then you will select “No” for “Eligibility to 
file Schedule 1”.) Please refer to the specific line numbers below the question to 
find numbers such as the AGI (Adjusted Gross Income) or taxes paid.  

 



 

 

17. The next screen asks additional information about your taxes. 

 

 



18. The next section lets you enter which school(s) you are planning to attend; 
you can submit up to 10 if you have applied to different schools and are not 
sure which to attend yet. (If you are not living in a dorm – which MSU Denver 
does not have – choose “Off campus”.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



19. On this screen, provide information about drug convictions or Selective 
Service registration. (To sign up for Selective Service, visit 
https://www.sss.gov/register/ or – especially with an SSN – visit any Post Office 
for a paper form.)  
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20. On the final screen, you certify the statements & information you have 
provided.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

21. Now, you are ready to sign the form & submit! You can submit an electronic 
signature or chose a paper form. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

22. This screen reminds you of the hardware requirements your computer 
requires to process digital signatures.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

23. On the last screen, you submit your electronic signature by entering your 
name & password.  

 


