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Admissions Planning



Admissions Dates & Deadlines
• The MSW Advanced Standing Program is summer-start only

and has one admissions cycle annually

• The MSW Regular Program is fall-start only and has one 
admissions cycle annually

• Applicants should plan on applying the fall and winter before the 
semester they wish to start



Admissions Dates & Deadlines
• The 2021 MSW Admissions Cycle opened on September 8, 

2020

• Final Application Deadline: Thursday, January 14, 2021 at 
11:59 PM (Mountain Time)

• Application Processing takes 10-12 weeks after the deadline

• Applicants are notified of decisions via email



Priority Admission
• Priority Consideration Deadline: Thursday, October 29, 2020 

at 11:59 PM (Mountain Time)

• Applications will be reviewed during the fall and winter by the 
MSW Admissions Committee

• Those ranked in the top of the applicant pool will be granted 
early admission



Admissions Eligibility
Regular Program
• Have a cumulative undergraduate GPA of 3.0 

or higher*
• Completion of a bachelor’s degree from a 

regionally accredited college or university prior 
to the start of the fall 2020 term

• Undergraduate course prerequisite completion 
(prior to the start of MSW Program courses)

• Submission of all required application 
materials

Advanced Standing Program
• Hold a degree completed within 6 years from 

the intended MSW Program start semester 
that is:

From a baccaulaureate social work program accredited by CSWE
Recognized through CSWE’s International Social Work Degree 
Recognition & Evaluation Service
From a program that is covered under a memorandum of 
understanding with international social work accreditors

• Have a cumulative undergraduate GPA of 3.0 
or higher*

• Submission of all required application 
materials



Acceptance Information
Regular Program
Over the past five application cycles, the 
MSW Regular Program has an
average acceptance rate of 77%

Advanced Standing Program
Over the past five application cycles, the 
MSW Advanced Standing Program has an
average acceptance rate of 71%

80

97 92

118
108

52
66 71

82 81

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21

Advanced Standing Applications 

201

309
291

314 312

148

242 220
230

253

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21

Regular Program Applications



GPA of Accepted Students
Regular Program
Over the past five application cycles,
on average:

Advanced Standing Program
Over the past five application cycles,
on average:

92.3%

7.4%

0.3%

Cumulative GPA of Accepted
Advanced Standing Students

3.0 and above

2.5-2.99

2.49 and below

82.3%

15.6%

2.0%

Cumulative GPA of Accepted
Regular Program Students

3.0 and above

2.5-2.99

2.49 and below



Application Overview and 
Walkthrough



Application Overview
• Step One: Create an account & complete the MSU Denver Graduate Application online

Fill out all required information
Enter professional & volunteer history
Enter 3 references for letters of recommendation
Pay the $50 graduate application fee

• Step Two: Upload Application Materials on the Application Status Page
Admissions Essay (all applicants)
Case Study (Advanced Standing applicants ONLY)
Check recommendation status

• Step Three: Submit Official Transcripts
From all colleges and universities attended
Electronic transcripts highly recommended

• Step Four: Undergraduate Prerequisite Review (Regular Program ONLY)



Application Overview



Step One: Submit Graduate App
• To submit the app, you must:

o Fill out all required information
o Enter professional and volunteer history in the Professional History 

Form
o Enter 3 references for your Letters of Recommendation
o Pay the $50 application fee



Step One: Submit Graduate App



Step One: Submit Graduate App
Mixed Traditional
Course Delivery Option

Fully Online
Course Delivery Option



Step One: Submit Graduate App



Step One: Submit Graduate App



Step One: Submit Graduate App
• Letters of Recommendation
• All recommendations will be submitted via the online system
• Do not collect any physical letters
• Recommenders should be:

o Able to speak to your academic and/or professional abilities
o Able to comment on your potential to succeed in grad school and/or in 

the field of social work



Step One: Submit Graduate App



Step One: Submit Graduate App



Step One: Submit Graduate App



Step Two: Submit Materials on the 
Application Status Page
Regular Program Advanced Standing Program



Step Three: Submit Official Transcripts

• Must submit from all colleges and universities attended
• COVID-19 Note: Strongly encourage submission of transcripts 

electronically at this time due to mail delays
• See our website for detailed instructions and information on 

what to do if you:
o Attended a college or university outside of the United States (not as 

part of a study abroad program)
o Obtained an undergraduate degree from MSU Denver
o Previously submitted official transcripts to our office or MSU Denver



Step Four: Undergraduate Prerequisite 
Review (RP Only)
• After you submit transcripts, email us to request a prerequisite 

review (can also be request earlier with submission of unofficial 
transcripts via email – see website for instructions)

• MSW Regular Program Prerequisite Requirements:
o 3 credits of course work in social and behavioral science centrally 

organized around contemporary multicultural or diversity issues
o 3 credits of course work in social and behavioral science centrally 

organized around American Government
o 3 credits of course work in human/general biology OR

6 credits of course work in natural and physical science
o 3 credits of course work in basic statistics


