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Cavell Alexander transforms lives
with endowed scholarship

MSU Denver alumna’s impact on accounting students adds up

to great things
By Lynne Winter '17

Metropolitan State University of Denver
students show true Roadrunner spirit in
their unwavering commitment to higher
education. Senior Elisabeth Hensley
(B.S. accounting and finance, fall '19)
knew what path she needed to take to
improve her and her son’s lives, but she
needed support to do it.

“As a single mother going to college,
any one of the obstacles | face could
have deterred me from continuing on,
but | didn’t quit,” said Hensley. “Instead,
| put out the call for help and it was
answered.”

Help came in the form of the Cavell

L. Alexander Endowed Scholarship.
Founded by MSU Denver Alumni
Association 2018 Distinguished
Alumna of the Year Cavell

Alexander (B.A. accounting, '90),

the scholarship provides financial
relief to undergraduate or graduate
students who have declared a major in
accounting.

“MSU Denver gave me a great
foundation for my future,” Alexander
said. “It is a fantastic school that cares
about its students.”

Alexander attended MSU Denver at

a time in her life when the University
provided precisely the type of flexibility
she needed as a nontraditional student.

“I was living in Denver and interested
in earning an accounting degree,”

Alexander said. “MSU Denver was top-
ranked and catered to someone like
me who held a full-time job and was
married.”

Vice President,
Chief Audit
Executive and
Chief Compliance
Officer at
UCHealth,
Alexander has
maintained an
impressive record
of giving back

to MSU Denver.
Three years after
graduating in 1990, Alexander began
making annual gifts to the Department
of Accounting as a way to support
future students and programs.

“The professors who taught me had
been doing the job they were teaching,
so they were able to apply what we
were learning to my professional life,”
she said. “They also helped me through
a difficult time in my personal life during
my final semester.”

“MSU Denver was good to me,” said
Alexander. “My hope is that this
scholarship will lighten the
load for a student in a tight
spot so they can focus on their
education.”

Through her scholarship, Alexander is
continuing the tradition of transforming

Continued on next page
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50/50 Raffle raises over $ 00,000

By Lynne Winter ‘17

During the 2018 baseball season,

the MSU Denver Alumni Association
partnered with the Colorado Rockies
to fundraise for MSU Denver students
and programs by selling 50/50 Raffle
tickets during Rockies home games.

From the first day of selling,
Roadrunner spirit was flying high and
in a twist of fate, that day’s jackpot
winner was 2010 MSU Denver alumna
Andrea Burgess (pictured, center).
All ticket sellers were volunteers,
donating their time in support of MSU
Denver. Andy Thangasamy, Ph.D., of
the Department of Political Science
sold tickets for an astounding 28
games, designating his volunteer
earnings towards the Jim Anderson
#KongStrong Memorial Scholarship,

50/50 Raffle 2018 Season

e 82 Rockies home games

* 902 volunteer tickets sellers
$700,370 in ticket sales

¢ 1,098,888 tickets sold
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The funds raised for MSU Denver will
cover a variety of needs. “The baseball
program is not fully funded each year,”
says Ryan Strain, head coach. “The
money we raised working the 50/50
Raffle will give our players the best
possible experience.”

If you missed the 50/50 Raffle this
season, be sure to get ROWDY with
the Alumni Association and the
Colorado Rockies in 2019!

For more information about the 50/50 Raffle,
contact Brandi Rideout, director of Alumni
Relations, at brideout@msudenver.edu.

Continued from Box & Cooper, Page 4

In paying it forward, Box and Cooper are
transforming the lives of MSU Denver

students, their families and the community.

“The scholarship provided my family
with the cushion we needed for me to
complete student teaching,” said Martin.
“I am forever thankful.”

For more information about supporting
School of Education scholarships, contact
Allyssa Joseph, associate director of
development, at 303-615-2045 or
ajoseph9@msudenver.edu.

msudenver.edu/giving | 303-615-0065

Continued from Alexander, Page 9

lives at MSU Denver, and for that,
Hensley is thankful. “Receiving this
scholarship impacts my life beyond
the financial,” said Hensley. “It gives
me more time to devote to my classes,
son and volunteer activities, as well as
providing my son with a lesson in hard
work and determination.”

7o learn how you can support College of
Business student scholarships, contact
Nicholas Kinney, director of development,
at nkinney3@msudenver.edu or
303-605-5956.
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Jim Anderson’s legacy is

#KongStrong

By Lynne Winter ‘17

When Jim Anderson received his brain
cancer diagnosis in spring 2018, he
was confident he could beat it.

"He'd say that he was going to be the
‘miracle’ survivor doctors would study
to understand how to treat and cure
future patients,” said Ceri Anderson,
Jim’s widow. “But if that wasn’t the
case, he insisted something good had
to come out of it.”

Jim Anderson with the 2018 MSU Denver Roadrunner Softball team
at the Cancer Awareness game on April 23, 2018.

Jim passed away two months later,
leaving behind Ceri and daughters
Annika and Abby. He was a devoted
fan of the MSU Denver Roadrunner
Softball Program - Annika played four
seasons and Abby joined the roster in
fall 2018 - and never missed a game,
considering every player a “bonus
daughter.”

“He was notorious for being late for
everything except a game at the
ballpark,” said Ceri. "It was our family’s
happy place.”

The Anderson family was grateful to
have the opportunity to spend the
time they had left with Jim at the
Regency Athletic Complex at MSU
Denver, surrounded by a supportive
community and the sport they loved.
“If you have to go through something
like this, it is the perfect place,” said
Ceri,

A fun-loving
man and eternal
optimist, Jim
had a wide

circle of friends
everywhere he
went. While in the
hospital, he drew
his strength from
an unexpected
source - King
Kong.

“He told me that
he wasn’t afraid,
he was angry.
Like King Kong,
he was going to 'tear this [stuff] up,”
said Ceri. “He said, ‘Don’t call me Jim
anymore, call me Kong.”

At that moment, #KongStrong was
born. It became the rallying cry for
Jim’s family and friends, and the
inspiration for establishing the Jim
Anderson #KongStrong Memorial

Continued on next page




Volume 2, Number 2 | Winter 2018

Clearing financial roadblocks for

Roadrunners

Short-term financial barriers play

a critical role in an MSU Denver
student’s decision to drop out
instead of continuing to work toward
achieving the American dream of
earning a degree.

“During my senior year, | ran out

of financial aid. When we had an
unexpected medical bill, it became
impossible to make ends meet and
pay for tuition,” said 2017 MSU Denver
graduate Lynne Winter. “Without help
from my parents - an option many
students do not have - | would have
had to drop out.”

Developing the Roadrunner Student
Emergency Aid Fund is one solution
for providing students with the
support they need to stay in school.
Financed through private donations
from generous students and members
of the Roadrunner community, such

a fund will offer limited emergency
financial assistance to currently
enrolled students who are unable

to meet essential expenses due to a
temporary or unexpected hardship.

The Roadrunner Student Emergency
Aid Fund complements MSU Denver’s
goal to increase student retention
and graduation rates by safeguarding
students’ futures.

“For the first time in my life, | have

a career | am passionate about and
can take care of my family,” said
Winter. “Graduating fromm MSU Denver
changed everything for me.”

By establishing the Roadrunner
Student Emergency Aid Fund, we can
ensure MSU Denver students never
have to choose between survival and
their education. Together, we can
transform lives.

For more information on how to support
the Roadrunner Student Emergency

Aid Fund, contact Katie Mnichowicz at
kmnichow@msudenver.edu or
303-605-5820.

Continued from #KongStrong, Page 11

Endowed Scholarship, which will
support Colorado softball players
seeking their degree at MSU Denver.

Jim’s life motto was simple: Be

kind. Students at MSU Denver

will experience the impact of his
kindness in perpetuity, thanks to
the generosity of the more than 100
donors who contributed $50,000
to the scholarship in just over three
months. “MSU Denver turned out to

be a homey fit for our family and is

the right place for the #KongStrong
legacy,” said Ceri. “Jim would be happy
with how the scholarship will support
future students.”

For more information on supporting the
Jim Anderson #KongStrong Memorial
Endowed Scholarship, contact Jamie
Hurst, J.D., assistant vice president of
strategic engagement, at 303-615-2044
or jurst7@msudenver.edu.

msudenver.edu/giving | 303-615-0065 12
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College of Business receives
$40,000 in scholarship funds

Community ally Aegon Transamerica Foundation transforms
lives at MSU Denver by doubling scholarship funds.

By Lynne Winter ‘17

The Aegon
Transamerica
Foundation
recognizes the
value of investing
in the future of

a workforce-
ready, university-
educated
population. Their
philanthropic spirit
is giving students
who might have
otherwise been
unable to attend
college the opportunity to achieve the
American dream of earning a degree at
Metropolitan State University of Denver.

z :

“To immigrants like myself, the thought
of receiving a college education is
unimaginable,” said Jhovani Becerra, a
management major at MSU Denver.

A leading provider of life insurance,
savings, investment and retirement
solutions committed to improving the
wellness of communities, Transamerica
worked with the MSU Denver College
of Business in 2017 to establish the
Transamerica Scholarship. The
scholarship assists full-time students
who have financial need and are
committed to pursuing a degree in

a business related field - economics,
accounting, marketing or another
financial services discipline.

“We are deeply grateful that

13

2018 Annual Scholarship Dinner Attendees
(-r): Mary Heffernan, Transamerica,

Caren Garcla-Hernandez & Stephanie

Long, scholarship recipients, Marjin Smit,
Transamerica, Alexander Ponce, scholarship
recipient, and John Koehler, Transamerica

Transamerica
chose to create

a scholarship at
MSU Denver,” said
Anne Murphy,
Ph.D., dean of MSU
Denver’s College
of Business.
“Together, we

are preparing
tomorrow’s
workforce for
success.”

For students like
Becerra, the scholarship offers rewards
that extend far beyond obtaining a
degree. “As a first-generation college
student, receiving the Transamerica
Scholarship has helped me break
intergenerational educational barriers,”
he said. “My niece and nephew see my
achievements and believe that if | can
do it, they can too.”

The Transamerica Scholarship -
initially funded at $20,000 - supported
eight students during the 2017-18
academic year. The scholarship will
continue to benefit eight students and
Transamerica has generously increased
the scholarship funds to $40,000 for
the upcoming school year. In addition
to financial aid, they hosted an open
house for scholarship recipients at

the Transamerica offices in downtown
Denver in fall 2018.

Continued on next page
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2019 Events

JANUARY

25 Mile Alumni Engagement
- Peak View Brewing Co.

FEBRUARY 25 Mile Alumni Engagement

- Barnett & Son Brewing Co.

FEBRUARY 15-17 Homecoming

MARCH 25 Mile Alumni Engagement

- Denver Metro Chamber of Commerce

MARCH/APRIL Annual Scholarship Dinner

MAY 31 Roadrunners Athletics Scholarship
Dinner & Auction

JUNE 13 4th Annual Summer Soirée

SEPTEMBER President’s & Legacy Society

Brunch with President Davidson

Continued from Transamerica, Page 13 For details and additional events, visit

msudenver.edu/alumni/events

Transamerica wants to help people
live well today and worry less about
tomorrow. They are living up to their
word by doing precisely that for the
students of MSU Denver.

Editorial Team

Traci McBee Rowe
Editor

“This scholarship has provided me with
the chance to focus my time on my
education and serving my community,”
said Becerra. ‘| am astounded that

I have come this far in realizing my
dreams.”

Lynne Winter '17
Writer

Ashlae Shepler
e . Publication Designer
It’'s only possible because of
scholarships from donors like . .
Transamerica’” Julie Strasheim
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For more information about how you can
support student scholarships, contact
Allyssa Joseph, associate director of

Ruth M’Gonigle

development, at 303-615-2045 or
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