
DEPARTMENT OF 
PSYCHOLOGICAL 
SCIENCES 

ABOUT US

INDUSTRY CAREERS

STUDENT OPPORTUNITIES

Psychological Sciences is one of the largest 
departments at MSU Denver, serving students majoring or mi-

noring in Psychology or Human Development & Family Studies. 
Our programs, available both in person and fully online, connect 

classroom learning with applied, real-world experiences. Students 
complete engaging coursework and participate in enriching hands-on 

opportunities tailored to their interests. As a STEM discipline, students 
not only develop scientific literacy, but also gain transferrable skills 

that make them ready to enter the job market as soon as they graduate.

There are countless ways to enhance 
your learning – serve as a teaching assistant to acquire teaching skills based on 

the science of learning; complete your own research projects in collaboration 
with our faculty and present your work at regional and national academic and 

professional conferences; join student organizations such as Psi Chi and the 
Research Club; or complete an internship in the field to jump-start your career.

MAJOR/MINOR

CONTACT US
303-615-0699  | psy@msudenver.edu | PL 220 | msudenver.edu/psychological-sciences 

“I’ve always enjoyed 
Psychology. But the professors I had only 
stoked that passion. They challenged me to 
be better, and pushed me to continue learning, 
no matter how much I knew. I actually found my 
career because of an assignment in one of my 
Psych classes!”

		  -  JT Campbell  - Psychology B.A., 2019

ALUMNI QUOTE

Our majors and minors in Psychology and Human 
Development & Family Studies offer training based on the latest trends 

and prepare students for entry into the workforce or graduate school. 
Our programs are available both in-person and fully online, providing 

flexibility in course scheduling that can better align with students’ 
lives and busy schedules. 

•	 Clinical/Counseling
•	 Psychologist
•	 Child Life Specialist

•	 Neuroscientist
•	 Forensic Psychologist
•	 Child Advocate
•	 Behavior Analyst​



H
U

M
A

N
 D

E
V

E
LO

P
M

E
N

T
 | 

B
ac

h
el

o
r 

o
f A

rt
s 

E
xp

er
ie

nt
ia

l M
aj

or
 M

ap
 

Fi
rs

t 
 Y

ea
r 

W
h

at
 s

ki
lls

 d
o

 e
m

p
lo

ye
rs

 w
an

t?
 •	

​O
ra

l a
n

d
 w

ri
tt

en
 c

o
m

m
u

n
ic

at
io

n
•	

A
b

ili
ty

 t
o

 w
o

rk
 e

ff
ec

ti
ve

ly
 in

 t
ea

m
s

•	
E

th
ic

al
 ju

d
g

m
en

t 
an

d
 d

ec
is

io
n

-m
ak

in
g

•	
C

ri
ti

ca
l t

h
in

ki
n

g
/a

n
al

yt
ic

al
 r

ea
so

n
in

g
•	

A
b

ili
ty

 t
o

 a
p

p
ly

 k
n

o
w

le
d

g
e/

sk
ill

s 
to

 
re

al
-w

o
rl

d
 s

et
ti

n
g

s 

T
h

is
 m

aj
o

r 
g

iv
es

 m
e 

th
e 

sk
ill

s 
to

:

•	
U

n
d

er
st

an
d

 a
n

d
 a

p
p

ly
 k

n
o

w
le

d
g

e 
re

la
te

d
 t

o
 

h
u

m
an

 d
ev

el
o

p
m

en
t a

cr
o

ss
 t

h
e 

lif
es

p
an

​ 
•	

U
n

d
er

st
an

d
 h

o
w

 t
o

 w
o

rk
 b

es
t w

it
h

 p
eo

p
le

 f
ro

m
 

d
if

fe
re

n
t a

g
e 

g
ro

u
p

s 
(i

.e
., 

ch
ild

re
n

, a
d

o
le

sc
en

ts
, 

ad
u

lt
s,

 a
n

d
 t

h
ei

r 
fa

m
ili

es
) 

th
at

 r
es

u
lt

 in
 p

o
si

ti
ve

 
o

u
tc

o
m

es
 in

 v
ar

io
u

s 
ca

re
er

 s
et

ti
n

g
s

W
h

at
 c

ar
ee

rs
 c

an
 I 

p
u

rs
u

e?
 

•	
​C

h
ild

 L
if

e 
S

p
ec

ia
lis

t
•	

M
ar

ri
ag

e 
&

 F
am

ily
 T

h
er

ap
is

t
•	

C
as

e 
W

o
rk

er
•	

M
en

ta
l H

ea
lt

h
 C

o
u

n
se

lo
r

•	
C

h
ild

 A
d

vo
ca

te
•	

N
u

rs
e​

C
u

lt
iv

at
e

 
Le

ar
n

in
g

 &
 

A
ca

d
em

ic
 E

xc
el

le
n

ce

E
n

g
ag

e
G

lo
b

al
ly

 a
n

d
 L

o
ca

lly

P
re

p
ar

e
fo

r 
P

o
st

g
ra

d
u

at
io

n
 

S
u

cc
es

s

M
id

d
le

 Y
ea

rs
La

st
  Y

ea
r

C
ar

ee
r 

In
fo

rm
at

io
n

 

C
ar

ee
r 

D
ev

el
o

p
m

en
t 

C
h

ec
kl

is
t

	
▢

U
p

d
at

e 
yo

u
r 

re
su

m
e 

ea
rl

y 
&

 
o

ft
en

 
	

▢
D

ro
p 

in
to

 th
e 

C
2 

H
ub

’s
 C

ar
ee

r 
La

b
 

	
▢

S
ec

u
re

 a
n

 in
te

rn
sh

ip
 o

r 
ca

re
er

 
al

ig
n

ed
 p

ar
t 

ti
m

e 
jo

b
 t

o
 d

ev
el

o
p

 
es

se
n

ti
al

 s
ki

lls
 f

o
r 

g
ra

d
u

at
io

n
 

A
ca

d
em

ic
 S

u
cc

es
s 

C
h

ec
kl

is
t

	
▢

D
is

co
ve

r 
lib

ra
ry

 r
es

o
u

rc
es

	
▢

B
o

o
k 

an
 a

p
p

o
in

tm
en

t w
it

h
 y

o
u

r 
ac

ad
em

ic
 a

d
vi

so
r 

	
▢

V
is

it
 t

h
e 

w
ri

ti
n

g
 a

n
d

 t
u

to
ri

n
g

 
ce

n
te

r
	

▢
C

o
m

p
le

te
 F

A
S

FA
 a

n
d

 a
ca

d
em

ic
 

sc
h

o
la

rs
h

ip
 a

p
p

lic
at

io
n

s

M
o

re
 t

h
an

 5
0 

o
f o

u
r 

st
u

d
en

ts
 

p
re

se
n

t a
t 

p
ee

r-
re

vi
ew

ed
 

ac
ad

em
ic

 c
o

n
fe

re
n

ce
s 

p
er

 
ye

ar
; 3

0 
st

u
d

en
ts

 c
o

m
p

le
te

 
R

es
ea

rc
h

 o
r 

 T
ea

ch
in

g
 

A
ss

is
ta

n
ts

h
ip

s 
in

 a
 t

yp
ic

al
 

se
m

es
te

r.

•	
​​M

ee
t w

it
h

 a
n

 a
ca

d
em

ic
 

ad
vi

so
r 

to
 d

is
cu

ss
 y

o
u

r 
in

te
re

st
s 

an
d

 c
re

at
e 

an
 

ac
ad

em
ic

 p
la

n
 

•	
​S

ta
rt

 e
xp

lo
ri

n
g

 t
h

e 
m

aj
o

r 
w

it
h

 P
S

Y
 1

00
1 

an
d

 P
S

Y
 

22
10

 

•	
​​Jo

in
 R

es
ea

rc
h

 C
lu

b
 o

r 
th

e 
C

lin
ic

al
/C

o
u

n
se

lin
g

 
C

lu
b

 
•	

​M
ee

t o
th

er
 H

D
FS

 a
n

d
 

P
sy

ch
o

lo
g

y 
st

u
d

en
t 

		
co

lle
ag

u
es

 t
o

 d
ev

el
o

p
 

yo
u

r 
p

er
so

n
al

 a
n

d
 	

p
ro

fe
ss

io
n

al
 n

et
w

o
rk

 

•	
​​A

tt
en

d 
an

 e
ve

nt
 th

ro
ug

h
 

th
e 

C
2H

ub
 

•	
​C

on
du

ct
 a

n 
in

fo
rm

at
io

na
l 

in
te

rv
ie

w
 w

ith
 a

 p
ro

fe
ss

or
 

or
 p

ro
fe

ss
io

na
l w

ho
 is

 in
 

th
e 

ca
re

er
 y

ou
 th

in
k 

yo
u

 
m

ig
ht

 w
an

t t
o 

pu
rs

ue

•	
​​C

o
n

si
d

er
 a

d
d

in
g

 a
 m

in
o

r 
o

r 
p

u
rs

u
in

g
 a

 d
u

al
 	

d
eg

re
e 

in
 P

sy
ch

o
lo

g
y 

•	
​M

ee
t w

it
h

 a
n

 a
ca

d
em

ic
 

ad
vi

so
r 

to
 r

ev
ie

w
 y

o
u

r 
D

eg
re

e 
P

ro
g

re
ss

 R
ep

o
rt

  

•	
​​R

es
ea

rc
h

 p
o

te
n

ti
al

 s
tu

d
y 

ab
ro

ad
 o

p
p

o
rt

u
n

it
ie

s 
•	

​Jo
in

 P
si

 C
h

i I
n

te
rn

at
io

n
al

 
H

o
n

o
r 

S
o

ci
et

y 
in

 	
P

sy
ch

o
lo

g
y 

•	
​Vo

lu
n

te
er

 in
 c

o
m

m
u

n
it

y 
o

rg
an

iz
at

io
n

s

•	
​​Fo

st
er

 r
el

at
io

n
sh

ip
s 

w
it

h
 

p
ro

fe
ss

o
rs

 w
h

o
 c

an
 s

er
ve

 
as

 m
en

to
rs

 a
n

d
 f

u
tu

re
 

le
tt

er
s 

o
f 

re
co

m
m

en
d

a-
ti

o
n

 w
ri

te
rs

 
•	

​C
re

at
e 

an
d

 m
ai

n
ta

in
 a

 
re

su
m

e 

•	
​​​​C

o
m

p
le

te
 y

o
u

r 
S

en
io

r 
E

xp
er

ie
n

ce
 c

o
u

rs
e 

•	
M

ee
t w

it
h

 a
n

 a
d

vi
so

r 
to

 
m

ak
e 

su
re

 a
ll 

g
ra

d
u

at
io

n
 

re
q

u
ir

em
en

ts
 a

re
 m

et
•	

A
p

p
ly

 t
o

 g
ra

d
u

at
e 

•	
​​S

er
ve

 a
s 

a 
re

se
ar

ch
 o

r 
te

ac
h

in
g

 a
ss

is
ta

n
t 

•	
​S

ee
k 

le
ad

er
sh

ip
 		


p

o
si

ti
o

n
s 

in
 R

es
ea

rc
h

 
C

lu
b

, C
lin

ic
al

/C
o

u
n

se
lin

g
 

C
lu

b
, o

r 
P

si
 C

h
i 

•	
A

tt
en

d
 a

 c
o

n
fe

re
n

ce

•	
​​C

o
n

d
u

ct
 a

n
 in

te
rn

sh
ip

 
•	

​A
tt

en
d

 g
ra

d
u

at
e 

sc
h

o
o

l 
p

re
p

ar
at

io
n

 w
o

rk
sh

o
p

s 
o

ff
er

ed
 t

h
ro

u
g

h
 t

h
e 

	
D

ep
ar

tm
en

t 
•	

​A
tt

en
d

 a
 c

ar
ee

r 
fa

ir
 

A
N

D
 F

A
M

IL
Y

 S
T

U
D

IE
S


