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MAY 8, 2020 // 8:30 AM–4:30 PM

LIVESTREAM THE EVENT:
youtu.be/_GM0-VSWTIE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_GM0-VSWTIE&feature=youtu.be


9–10 AM / Panel 1
Exploring Public Health: Mosquitos, Melanoma  
and Traditional Chinese Medicine 

 Kaylee Mackenzie — Using a Two-port Olfactometer to  
Determine the Ideal Attractants for Aedes albopictus and  
Aedes aegypti Mosquito Species

  Advisor: Dr. Robert Hancock

 Deisy Rosales — Traditional Chinese Medicine as an Alternative  
to Treating Asthma and Allergic Rhinitis in Children

  Advisor: James Gilchrist, ND

 Sophia Nem — Early Detection of Acral and Subungual  
Melanoma: A Proposal on Education Protocols for Increasing 
Awareness and Referral Patterns in Nail Salons

  Primary Advisor: Dr. Rachel Sinley  
  Second Reader: Dr. Doug Petcoff

10:15–11:15 AM / Panel 2
Reclaiming Heritage: Interracial Adoption,  
Mayan Linguistics and Indigenous Literature 

 Liam Price — Vowels and Culture: A Sociophonetic  
Analysis of Ch’orti’ Mayan

  Advisor: Dr. Andrew Pantos 
 Second Readers: Dr. Rebecca Forgash and Dr. Richard Sandoval

 Shayla Bischoff — Go Smudge Yourself: Empowering  
Indigenous Youth through Young Adult Literature 

  Advisor: Dr. Ella Marie Ray 
 Second Readers: Dr. David Weiden and Dr. James Aubrey

 Jeancasia Nolen — An Analysis of the Consequences of  
Interracial Adoption in America

  Reader: Dr. Megan Hughes-Zarzo

Celebration Ceremony / 11:30 AM–1 PM



1:15–2 PM / Panel 3
A Beginner’s Guide to Designing a Library:  
What Rhetoric and the Creation of the Universe  
Have in Common 

 Anna Erickson — Spatial Rhetoric in Relation to Industrial  
and Interior Design

  Advisor: Amy Kern

 Colton Lee — The Infinite Predicate of god

2:15–3 PM / Panel 4
It’s a Dirty World: Who’s Going to Clean it Up? 

 Sara Dahabreh — A Program Analysis to Assess the Effectiveness  
of Paris Climate Agreement: Comparing Outcomes and Processes of 
Two Case Studies, China and Ethiopia

  Advisor: Dr. Andrew Thangasamy

 Nick Sundstrom — Can Golf Lessons Help Save the Environment?

  Advisor: Dr. Sarah Schliemann

 3:15–4 PM / Panel 5
The Profit Motive, Deregulation, and their Impacts  
on Aviation and Private Prisons 

 JayAnn Villalobos — Inmates for Profit

  Advisor: Dr. Andrea Borrego and Barbara Koehler, J.D. 

 Steven Luu — Re-Regulate the Deregulated Aviation Era?

  Advisor: Dr. James Simmons
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The Honors Program Director, Program 
Coordinator and Associate Directors  
would like to express our thanks to:
All thesis advisors and second readers (listed on the inside of program) – 

these projects would not be possible without your guidance and expertise!

Honors Council members:  Dr. Cindy Sutton, Dr. Rey Hernández-Julián,  

Dr. Vida Melvin, Dr. Amanda Schaeffer Fry, Dr. Sarah Schliemann, Dr. Joshua 

Martin, Dr. Meredith Flynn, Dr. Bill Herman, the Student Honors Council, 

CAVEA and Sarah Harman, Luan Tran, Petra Schumann, and Ned Hoewisch, 

Alumni Relations and Giving and Allyssa Joseph, AHEC Integrated Marketing 

and Communications’ Kristen Morrison for the design of the symposium 

poster and program, the Office of Academic and Student Affairs and Provost 

Vicki Golich, and Undergraduate Studies Director, Dr. Elizabeth Parmelee,  

The Honors Program Advisory Board, and to our student employees, 

Christopher Erickson, Andrew Peña, Shayla Bischoff, and Colton Lee. 

And special thanks to the Writing Center, Auraria Library and to Eric 

Baker, the IRB and to Dr. Jeff Helton and Dr. Michael Heathcote, the 

Undergraduate Research Program, and Shawn Meek for providing 

workshops for the thesis course.  

Sincerely,
Dr. Megan Hughes-Zarzo, Honors Program Director

Jennifer O’Dell, Honors Program Coordinator

Dr. Jennifer Bolton, Honors Program Associate Director  
& Professor in Nutrition

Dr. Philip Bernhardt, Honors Program Associate Director  
& Associate Professor in Secondary Education 

Dr. Rebecca Forgash, Honors Program Associate Director  
& Professor in Anthropology

Dr. Sam Jay, Honors Program Associate Director &  
Associate Professor in Communication Studies

Contact us at:
MSU Denver Honors Program | 1033 9th Street Park
Campus Box 64, P.O. Box 173362, Denver, CO 80217-3362
303-615-1158 (office) | msudenver.edu/honors

https://www.msudenver.edu/honors/

