
Join the symposium here!
https://youtu.be/aLqeK_AFqdU 
Find Teams link in email and 
on the Honors Website

December 4th, 2020
9:00 A.M.-3:30 P.M.



9:00—10:00 | Panel I
Alternative Approaches to Education: Focused 
Curriculum, Balanced Schooling, and Monsters
Kelsey Percival — Children’s Horror Film: The Lessons of 
a Redeemable Monster
Advisor: Dr. Wendolyn Weber
Second Reader: Dr. Charles Hoge

Advisor: Julie Eber
Second Reader: Dr. Philip Bernhardt

Advisors: Dr. Philip Bernhardt and Dr. Shelby Balik

Lucas Snuffin — The Problem with District Created 
Curriculum: An Argument for School Created Curriculum 
Through Implementing Culturally Responsive Teaching

Alexandra Berkowitz — Historical Transitions in U.S. 
Public Education, Current Imbalances, and Ideas for a 
more Holistic Approach

10:15—11:15 | Panel II
Trauma, Addiction, and the Aftermath: Current 
Issues in Mental Health
Erica Payne — Attitudes Toward Addiction and Free Will: A 
Mixed-Method Study and Philosophical Analysis

Advisors: Dr. Katherine Hill and Dr. Caleb Cohoe
Krystal Smith — Evaluating Student Mental Health During 
COVID-19
Advisor: Jovan Hernandez

Advisor: Dr. Randi Smith

La Shun Mosely — Unresolved Trauma: A Review of How it 
Accumulates and the Combined Effects of it and Military Related 
PTSD on Subgroup Veterans

11:30—12:15 | Celebration Ceremony



12:15—1:15 | Lunch Break

1:15—2:15 | Panel III
Inflammation, Hyperbaric Chamber Treatments, 
and Medical Aid in Dying: Reevaluating the Norms 
in Patient Care

Brianna Simmons — Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy: An Overlooked 
Treatment for Traumatic Brain Injuries

Advisor: Ricardo Gonzalez-Fisher, MD

Advisor: Dr. Vida Melvin

Advisors: Dr. Sheryl Zajdowicz

Elizabeth Platt — Expanding the Concept of Care for Terminally 
Ill Patients: How the Healthcare Teaching Curriculum Should be 
Changed to Holistically Accommodate Medical Aid in Dying

Mikaela Mudge — Go with Your Gut: A {New} Approach to 
Inflammation

2:30—3:30 | Panel IV
Navigating Power Structures in the Legal System 
and the Rainforest
Olivia Czarnecki — Legal Socialization and the Feminist Perspective: 
The interaction of experience and positionality in institutional 
legitimacy outcomes
Advisors: Dr. Desiré Anastasia and Dr. Ikaika Gleisberg
Second Reader: Dr. Nicholas Recker

Advisor: Dr. Sara Jackson Shumate

Chelsea Smith — Oil Palm in Indonesia: How Agricultural Expansion 
Fuels Poverty and Deforestation



The Honors Program Director, 
Program Coordinator and 
Associate Directors would like to 
express our thanks to:
All thesis advisors and second readers (listed on the inside of 
program) – these projects would not be possible without your 
guidance and expertise!
Honors Council members: Dr. Cindy Sutton, Dr. Rey Hernández-Julián, 
Dr. Vida Melvin, Dr. Amanda Schaeffer Fry, Dr. Sarah Schliemann, 
Dr. Joshua Martin, Dr. Meredith Flynn, Dr. Paris Prestridge, the 
Student Honors Council, CAVEA and Sarah Harman, Petra Schumann, 
and Ned Hoewisch, Alumni Relations and Giving and Allyssa Joseph, 
Alexandra Berkowitz and Nana Heo for the design of the symposium 
pposter and program, the Office of Academic and Student Affairs and 
Interim Provost Dr. Bill Henry, and Undergraduate Studies Director, 
Dr. Elizabeth Parmelee, the Honors Program Advisory Board, and to 
our student employees, Christopher Erickson, Andrew Peña, and Nana 
Heo.
And special thanks to Auraria Library and to Eric Baker, the IRB and 
to and Dr. Michael Heathcote, the Undergraduate Research Program, 
and Shawn Meek for providing workshops for the thesis course.

Sincerely,
Dr. Megan Hughes-Zarzo, Honors Program Director

Dr. Rebecca Forgash, Honors Program Associate Director & 
Professor in Anthropology

Jennifer O’Dell, Honors Program Coordinator
Dr. Jennifer Bolton, Honors Program Associate Director &
Professor in Nutrition
Dr. Philip Bernhardt, Honors Program Associate Director & 
Professor in Secondary Education

Dr. Sam Jay, Honors Program Associate Director & Associate 
Professor in Communication Studies

Contact us at:
 MSU Denver Honors Program | 1033 9th Street Park

Campus Box 64, P.O. Box 173362, Denver, CO 80217-3362
303-615-1158 (office) | msudenver.edu/honors
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