
DEPARTMENT 
OF AFRICANA 
STUDIES

ABOUT US

ALUMNI QUOTE

WHAT MAKES US SPECIAL

Under the leadership of Wilton Flemon, Ph.D., 
Akbarali Thobhani, Ph.D., and celebrated activist-scholar Rachel 

B. Noel, MSU Denver’s Department of Africana Studies emerged 
in 1969, during the student protest movement that demanded the 

inclusion of Black Studies at US colleges and universities. To this day, 
we are the only Africana Studies department in the State of Colorado. 

Our graduates complete their studies with unmatched intellectual and 
professional skills that help them compete in public and private sectors 

and in their postgraduate studies. 

Our Department Faculty are always 
available, enriching your academic experience through intentional mentoring, 

enhanced student-faculty research opportunities, focused community collabora-
tions, and exploration of multiple disciplines.

INDUSTRY CAREERS
•	 Legal Profession
•	 Health and Human Services 
•	 Visual & Performing Arts
•	 Foreign Service and Non-governmental Organizations

CONTACT US
303-615-0799 | africana-studies@msudenver.edu | CN 304 | msudenver.edu/africana-studies/  

•	 Academia 
•	 Non-Profit and                          	

Advocacy 

SIGNATURE EVENTS Our Department hosts three annual signature 
events including the Black World Conference, the Umoja Community Conversa-

tions Conference, and the Rachel B. Noel Distinguished Visiting Professorship. 
These free and open to the public events highlight the lived experience of 

African Americans and folks of African descent while also bringing renowned 
scholars and artists of distinction to MSU Denver.

“My experience as an Africana Studies 
major has both met and exceeded my expectations. I have been 

privileged to study alongside fellow students who are in pursuit of 
both academic excellence and solutions to some of the world’s 

most vexing problems. I have been privileged to study under 
instructors who are not only professional, but who have 

challenged me to grow.”
- Darius Carey, 2015
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